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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
October 11, 2022 
McCarthy 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Aletha Howes, Councilmembers Paula Dix, James McCarthy, and Brad 
Wheeler. 
EXCUSED:  Councilmembers Gillem and Stowe. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Tim McGrath. 
 
Mayor Howes called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the September 13, 2022 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:3 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember McCarthy moved to approve the final October 11, 2022 Claims 
Register for check numbers 16132 through 16159 in the amount of $37,834.18.  
Councilmember Wheeler seconded. 
Vote:  3 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
TREE DAMAGE ON RIGHT-OF-WAY ADJACENT TO 2846 105th Ave SE:  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the Town was made aware of damage to one or more 
Town trees that occurred when the empty lot at 2846 105th Ave SE at SE 29th Street was 
recently cleared.  She is waiting to hear from the Town Attorney to learn how best to contact 
the property owner about the damage and the steps needed for restoration.  Mayor Howes 
indicated that she would write the letter once the Town Attorney replies. 
 
GRANT APPLICATION FOR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE:  Clerk/Treasurer 
Spens reported that she has submitted the Town’s application for a $100,000 grant from the 
Washington State Department of Commerce to offset the cost of updating the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
PUBLIC DEFENDER:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she has been in contact with 
Stephen Lotzkar of Stein, Lotzkar, Starr, the law firm that provides public-defender services 
to the City of Bellevue at the Bellevue District Court.  Mr. Lotzkar indicated that his firm 
would be happy to provide the Town’s public-defender services and can do so on a fee-for-
use basis.  She added that the Town has no cases on record with Bellevue District Court in 
recent years, so a fee-for-use contract is beneficial to us.  Mr. Lotzkar’s firm will prepare a 
draft contract for our Town Attorney’s review and for the Council to ratify in November. 
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MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No report. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONSIDERATIONS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that 
Town Engineer/Planner Stacia Schroeder was scheduled to attend tonight’s meeting and 
review her plans for updating the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  Unfortunately, Ms. 
Schroeder has been delayed in Montana.  Ms. Spens outlined some of Ms. Schroeder’s plans 
for ensuring that work on the Comp Plan Update would proceed apace, even if other Town 
engineering projects require her attention, including the possibility of paying the Yarrow 
Point Planner a fee for assistance if needed.  It was the consensus of the Council that would 
like to continue this discussion with Ms. Schroeder in attendance.  Next month’s agenda will 
include this topic for further discussion. 
 
PARKS LEVY PROJECT IDEAS:  Councilmember Dix noted that she had distributed 
discussion outlines for the four projects described briefly at the September Council meeting.   
She asked Tim McGrath to give details on the proposed project for addressing the steep 
slopes above a portion of the walking path along 108th.  Mr. McGrath described this proposal 
as a project to redesign the steep-slope section of this right-of-way while refining the 
appearance of the Town’s eastern boundary with additions to the native-plant border, 
minimizing erosion, and enhancing the separation between pedestrians and vehicles at an 
estimated cost of $150,000.  He added that there is broad support on the committee for this 
project. 
 
Ms. Dix then described the remaining three projects on the list. 
 
First is development of educational materials, which would form an Ecological Literacy 
Certificate Program.  The modules and materials would be developed by a professional firm 
specializing in such work and would focus both on the history of the Village and on 
environmental practices to encourage residents planning remodels to consider the 
environmental aspects of their project.  The estimated cost for this project is $12,850. 
 
Next is the Glen Path, which has been discussed in previous Council meetings, and would 
include surveying the path boundaries, hiring a landscape designer such as Lumo to design 
the plantings, and getting water to the area at a cost of $28,300. 
 
The final project is installing stairs connecting the southern end of 102nd Ave SE to the South 
Beach Road.  There is no through road here, and the slope to navigate is steep. 
 
Councilmember Dix then asked which of the projects Councilmembers prefer.  Mayor 
Howes commented that she would like to have Councilmembers Stowe and Gillem involved 
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in this discussion and noted that there is a lot of information to digest.  She suggested that 
continue next month. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: PRELIMINARY 2023 BUDGET:  Mayor Howes opened the public 
hearing at 8:08pm and asked for public comments.  As there were none, she closed the public 
hearing at 8:09 pm. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that the YTD figures are reported through September 30, 2022 
and that the preliminary 2023 budget numbers shown are her best estimates based on the 
information currently available.  She added that her estimates, especially for revenues, tend 
to be conservative and are intended to reflect predicted contractions in the economy. 
 
Councilmembers offered suggested revisions that will be reflected in next month’s proposed 
budget figures.  Mayor Howes added that the Water Department will have to look for grant 
fundings and may need to consider another rate increase to help pay for the capital project 
replacing the 104th Supply Line.  She suggested that a discussion of a water-rate increase be 
included on the November agenda to alert residents. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that the most important decision for tonight is regarding 
the 2023 property-tax levy.  The maximum available increase in our levy is $1,856.  Mayor 
Howes suggested that the Town NOT increase the property tax levy next year, except to 
capture the levy on new construction if any, in recognition of the economic challenges facing 
residents in the coming year.  The Council agreed with her suggestion considering the low 
dollar value of the available increase. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
PARKING SPOT:  Councilmember Wheeler reported that repairs to the parking space on 
103rd Ave SE are complete. 
 
2Q2022 TREASURER’S REPORTS:  Councilmember McCarthy reported that he has 
completed his review of the 2Q2022 Treasurer’s Reports and found them to be complete and 
accurate.  He has signed them indicating his approval. 
 
NAME SIGNS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that there is one name sign ready to be 
installed.  Councilmember Stowe will install it if left behind the shed. 
 
GARDEN CYCLES CONTRACT:  Councilmember Dix asked about the status of the 
Garden Cycles contract.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens responded that she had not received the 
signed copy from Garden Cycles yet. 
 
OTHER ROW MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that Garden Cycles has 
started working on general groundskeeping tasks.  She is working to establish a start date for 
Monarch Landscaping. 
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TOWN CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix reported that the Fall Town Clean Up is scheduled 
for November 5th.  Dumpsters will be delivered to the usual locations.  Two projects in 
particular are removing the picnic table on the Academy Path and monitoring the dumpsters. 
 
TREE DAMAGE:  Councilmember Dix is putting together cost estimates for restoring the 
trees damaged on the rights-of-way adjacent to 2705 106th Pl SE and 2846 105th Ave SE. 
 
POLICY ON SHARED TREES:  Councilmember Dix distributed a draft policy for sharing 
the costs of maintaining shared trees, i.e., trees that are growing on the property line between 
private property and the public right-of-way.  This discussion will be continued in the future 
to allow all Councilmembers to review the proposal and weigh in on it. 
 
NOISE COMPLAINT:  Councilmember Dix asked the Council if the Town should consider 
ideas for encouraging residents to switch to electric blowers. 
 
POLICE CONTRACT:  Mayor Howes reported that the cost of our police services is 
expected to increase 13% next year, primarily due to the increased cost of insurance and the 
reserves needed to cover the increase in lawsuits filed against police departments.  She added 
that KCSO is missing about 25% of the regular Town patrols due to staffing issues. 
 
MAJOR TRAFFIC SNAFU ON I-90:  Mayor Howes is planning to write a letter to WSDOT 
about the recent I-90 work on Mercer Island that closed the freeway completely and caused 
huge traffic backups throughout south Bellevue.  She not only sat in traffic for several hours 
trying to get home from Bellevue High School on Friday afternoon, but when she entered the 
Village, there were several cars parked on the roads blocking through passage.  The letter 
will support a similar letter from the Mercer Island mayor asking WSDOT to better 
communicate these planned shutdowns that impact major roadways. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next Council meeting will be in person on Tuesday November 8, 
2022 at Councilmember Stowe’s house.  The December 13th meeting will be held at 
Councilmember Wheeler’s house.  To accommodate possible remote attendees via zoom, 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will bring her Town computer to both meetings. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember McCarthy moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 pm.  
Councilmember Wheeler seconded. 
Vote:  3 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


