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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
September 13, 2022 
Gillem 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Aletha Howes, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Brad Wheeler, and Tom 
Stowe.  Councilmember James McCarthy arrived at 7:30pm. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Planning Commissioner Bruce Agnew. 
 
Mayor Howes called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the July 12, 2022 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Gillem seconded. 
Vote:4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Gillem moved to approve the final August 9, 2022 Claims 
Register for check numbers 16090 through 16112 in the amount of $159,255.70.  
Councilmember Wheeler seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Wheeler moved to approve the final September 13, 2022 Claims Register for 
check numbers 16113 through 16131 in the amount of $2,911.77.  Councilmember Stowe 
seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
NOISE COMPLAINT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the Town received a complaint 
from a resident about noise levels in the Village during the day, especially associated with 
home maintenance and yard work.  The complainant, who works at home, claimed that the 
noise is so bad in his residence that he cannot participate in computer-based meetings and 
that he wanted the Council to enact a noise ordinance.  Mayor Howes commented that she 
replied to the resident and invited them to attend this meeting to discuss the idea further.  She 
added that all the other Points Cities are dealing with similar complaints as more residents 
work from home.  Councilmember Wheeler remarked that he has experienced weekday noise 
also, as has every other Villager at one time or another, and that is just the way it is when one 
works from home. 
 
DUMPING ON TOWN PROPERTY:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the Town 
experienced another dumping incident in the same location along 105th Ave SE.  It is unclear 
if the person dumping is a Villager or a nearby Bellevue resident as no one has been 
observed in the act.  She asked the Council to consider ideas for future discussions regarding 
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both curbing future dumping and disposing of things that may appear in the future. 
 
(Councilmember McCarthy arrived at 7:30 pm.) 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan is due for an update.  The Town is eligible for a $100,000 grant from 
the Department of Commerce to fund the consultant and legal fees associated with this work, 
and she is in the process of completing that grant application. 
 
As part of the Town’s pre-planning, Town Engineer/Planner Stacia Schroeder compiled a 
schedule for accomplishing the needed updates and shepherding them through the Planning 
Commission’s review.  She asked Clerk/Treasurer Spens to confirm with the Council that 
they want her to remain the point person for this work, as former planner Mona Green was, 
and explained that Yarrow Point had hired a consultant to handle their update. 
 
On discussion, the consensus of the Council was that Ms. Schroeder’s familiarity with the 
Town and its current codes is of significant value to this update.  They mentioned a couple of 
concerns, including what happens if one or more CIP projects occupy substantial amounts of 
her time, and would like her to develop a back-up plan for hiring someone to help or take 
over the project, if necessary.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will share this information with Ms. 
Schroeder and ask her to participate in next month’s Council meeting to discuss options. 
 
MEETING DATES:  Councilmember Stowe noted that he is not available to host the 
October meeting but would be willing to host in November.  It was decided that 
Councilmember McCarthy would host October, Councilmember Stowe will host November, 
and Councilmember Wheeler will host December. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No activity to report.  Mayor Howes has been in contact with 
Major Joseph Hodgson from the Maple Valley precinct.  He wants to meet the Council and 
visit at an upcoming meeting. 
 
WATER REPORT:  No report. 
 
WABA REPORT:  No report. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
KING COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM:  As part of their efforts to 
encourage owners of historic homes in the Village to preserve those homes, the Planning 
Commission has been reviewing the Town’s opportunities for partnership with King County.  
Planning Commissioner Steve Miller prepared a draft ordinance that would support the 
Town’s participation in the KCHPP for the Council’s consideration, and Planning 
Commission Bruce Agnew attended the meeting to offer additional insight and answer 
questions.  At the conclusion of this discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that 
Town Attorney Linehan should prepare a final ordinance amending the BAVMC.  When the 
ordinance is available, the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the draft 
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regulations and forward them with their recommendation to the Council for action. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 458 ADOPTING A CIP / TIP 
FOR 2023 THROUGH 2028:  Mayor Howes opened the public hearing at 8:08pm.  As 
there were no public comments, she closed the public hearing at 8:09pm. 
 
The Council made minor revisions to the list of projects and costs, which Councilmember 
McCarthy has captured and will incorporate into the final version included as an exhibit to 
the ordinance.  Councilmember Stowe reminded all that this is only a plan, and the projects 
listed are what we plan to accomplish provided funding exists either through reserves or 
grant opportunities. 
 
Councilmembers Wheeler is prioritizing the water-line project for SE 27th and 104th Ave SE 
before any paving work is done.  Mayor Howes will look for Hazard Mitigation grants to 
help cover at least some of the project costs.  Councilmember Stowe will look at 
Transportation Improvement Board money or a Department of Ecology grant for the water 
line repair and subsequent paving restoration. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Wheeler moved to pass Ordinance No. 458 adopting a CIP/TIP 
for 2023. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that improvements to 
the Maintenance Shed are essentially complete.  She urged Councilmembers to stop by and 
look inside before she locks the front door.  She will have copies of the entry key made for 
the Deputy Clerk, the Water Superintendent and herself and reminded all that an extra entry 
key is in the lockbox for anyone who might need to gain entry. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
NAME SIGNS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that there is one name sign ready to be 
installed.  Councilmember Stowe will install it if left behind the shed. 
 
PARKS LEVY PROJECT MEETINGS:  Councilmember Dix reported that the Parks Levy 
Projects committee met and has suggested the funding be used for one of the following 
projects: 

• Improvements to the 108th Walking Path.  $125,000. 
• Development of the Glen Path.  $30,000 
• Production of Educational Materials. 
• Installation of stairs from 102nd Ave SE to the South Beach. 

Councilmembers would like to discuss these projects in more detail.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens 
will include the discussion as an agenda item for October. 
 
TREE DAMAGE:  Councilmember Dix reported that a tree on the right-of-way adjacent to 
2705 106th Pl SE was damaged while construction activity was taking place at that address.  
Town Arborist Holly Iosso is working on the Town’s response. 
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GREAT SHAKE OUT:  Councilmember Gillem reported that Washington State’s annual 
Great Shake Out will take place on October 20, 2022.  The Town’s version will happen on 
Saturday October 22, 2022 at 10:22 am.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will insert a note about the 
drill in the newsletter and inform interested residents to meet at Five Corners for further 
instructions.  Mayor Howes reminded councilmembers who plan to participate to bring their 
emergency-response backpacks. 
 
BUDGET ANALYSIS:  Councilmember Gillem is putting together an analysis of the 
Town’s fixed vs. variable costs as a tool to guide future budget discussions. 
 
STREET DUTIES:  Councilmember Wheeler asked the Council to consider possible ways of 
handling the Street Dept tasks that Bill Beck used to perform, e.g., installing street and name 
signs, clearing storm drains, removing debris from the rights-of-way, etc.  He would like to 
find a way to meet this need on a more permanent basis instead of relying on other 
Councilmembers to volunteer for these tasks. 
 
MAYORS’ MEETING:  Mayor Howes reported that the Points Cities Mayors are all 
expressing concerns about their 2023 budgets, particularly costs of labor and contract- 
services (police, fire, etc.).  The group is confronting general expenditure and COLA 
increases ranging from 4 to 9.5%, while anticipating the very real possibility of declining 
revenues due to recession. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next Council meeting will be in person on Tuesday October 11, 
2022 at Councilmember McCarthy’s house.  To accommodate remote attendees via zoom, 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will bring her Town computer. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Gillem moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm.  
Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


