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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
June 14, 2022 
Howes 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Aletha Howes, Councilmembers Paula Dix, James McCarthy, and Tom 
Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  Councilmember John Gillem and Brad Wheeler. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Steve Miller, Planning Commissioner. 
 
Mayor Howes called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the May 10, 2022 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote: 3 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the final June 14, 2022 Claims Register 
for check numbers 16047 through 16069 in the amount of $67,112.11.  Councilmember 
McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:  3 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
BRANCH FROM BIG LEAF MAPLE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that a branch from a 
Big Leaf Maple on the path from the intersection of 106th Pl SE and SE 29th to SE 30th St 
came down in a recent windstorm striking the gutter and the electric-service wires on a 
neighbor’s house.  Town Arborist Holly Iosso visited the site with Mayor Howes, 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens, Councilmember Dix, and Danielle Walsh with SavaTree.  While Ms. 
Iosso did not feel the remaining tree posed an immediate hazard, she recommended heavy 
pruning at a minimum and felt complete removal was warranted due to its proximity to the 
PSE power pole and its age.  The homeowner has filed a Standard Tort Claim form with the 
Town’s insurer, but since this tree had never been identified as hazardous either by the 
neighbors or by the Town in a tree inventory, it seems unlikely that the Town will be found 
liable for the damage.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens has one estimate for removal and is working to 
obtain a second.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that Mayor 
Howes should make a decision when the estimated costs are known. 
 
2023-2028 CIP / TIP:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that discussions about 
the next CIP/ TIP begin next month.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will send this year’s plan to 
Councilmember McCarthy can become familiar with the format and work with 
Councilmember Gillem to prepare for further discussion at the July Council meeting. 
 
EMAIL MIGRATION:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that has finished 
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migrating email messages left on the Rackspace servers to the new Microsoft accounts.  She 
also noted that despite the rocky start, overall, we will get better service with the new 
accounts.  The last task is to download the archived emails from Rackspace and upload them 
to Microsoft.  She will work with tech support at both ends, as needed, to get this done in the 
next few weeks.  When that task is completed, she will cancel the Rackspace accounts. 
 
POLICIES RECOMMENDED BY STATE AUDITORS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded 
the Council that we were working on written policies to address “Awards and Recognition” 
and “Adjustments to Water Accounts” which are included in her report.  After a brief 
discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that these appear ready for Mayor Howes to 
approve. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No report. 
 
WATER REPORT:  No report. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Nothing new to report. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
KING COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM:  Mayor Howes opened the 
discussion by noting that the Council’s primary questions about this new program are:  What 
is different from our current program? And What is the benefit to residents? 
 
Planning Commissioner Steve Miller gave a brief overview of the Planning Commission’s 
review process and discussions with each other and with Jennifer Meisner from King County.  
He noted that the program encompasses both older homes and homes of distinction, e.g., 
Mid-Century Modern designs and homes designed by local architects.  He added that the 
main reason to participate is that King County has much more expertise both in information 
about preservation and resources for navigating the state and Federal grant systems and that 
the Town’s participation gives residents in Beaux Arts access to grant money and tax 
advantages not otherwise available.  Grants are available for a wide range of things, 
including planning, staffing, and construction. 
 
He then explained the remaining steps to joining the program, including 
• Signing and Interlocal Agreement with King County joining 23 other cities that already 
participate. 
• Adopting amendments to our current code that make it compatible with the new program. 
• Paying a nominal annual fee (about $100 for small cities). 
• Nominating a Villager to participate on the KCHP Board, but only if a Beaux Arts property 
has applied for consideration 
• Reimbursing King County for actual costs incurred by residents who chose to participate.  
These costs can be passed through to the resident benefitting from that participation. 
 
It is the Planning Commission’s recommendation that the program be fully voluntary and 
that only property owners be eligible to nominate a property for the program.  It is unclear 
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what the process is for a property to be delisted once it has been granted a historic 
designation, but Ms. Meisner is available to answer questions if desired. 
 
Mr. Miller offered to prepare a draft ordinance using a template from the City of Covington 
and the Town’s current regulations.  The draft will be reviewed by the Planning Commission 
at a public hearing and forwarded to the Council with their recommendation.  At that point, 
Town Attorney Linehan should review the document before the Council takes action.  The 
Council agreed that this approach makes sense. 
 
KCSO COST INCREASES:  Mayor Howes described a recent conference call with the 
KCSO Contract Unit in which costs were outlined as increasing significantly next year and 
perhaps for several more years.  The increases are driven by increased deputy salaries, 
increased costs of risk management and insurance, and the purchase of body cameras for 
every deputy.  She remarked that the main reason she is mentioning this is to gauge whether 
the Council is interested in cultivating a relationship with one or more possible new service 
providers.  The consensus of the Council was to keep monitoring and discussing the issue as 
we see what develops. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe reported that work on this 
project continues and that the estimated completion remains sometime in July.  He mentioned 
that we need to decide on the type of locks we will use to gain access to the vestibule and 
restrooms and suggested some type of electronic lock that would use codes for entry and 
could track who has entered the building and when. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens asked for the Council’s feedback on a proposal to install temporary 
drip lines for the five significant firs on this property at an estimated cost of $2,800.  Several 
Councilmembers expressed surprise at the high cost and asked Ms. Spens to contact the 
irrigation contractor for ideas about a less expensive solution. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
PAVING PROJECT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the project is now complete.  
Mayor Howes added that it seemed to proceed smoothly and that Town Engineer Schroeder 
addressed complaints and concerns as they arose.  Councilmember McCarthy asked if the 
broken “turtles” at the entrance from 108th will be replaced. 
 
SPRING TOWN CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix reported that she was pleased with the 
level of participation in this event. 
 
GIS-BASED TREE INVENTORY:  Councilmember Dix reported that this Tree Inventory is 
complete and she begin training in using it tomorrow. 
 
106th / SE 29th CORNER PLANS:  Councilmember Dix asked how she should respond to 
questions about the Town’s plans for this corner.  It was the consensus of the Council that the 
answer is there are no plans at this time. 
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PARKS LEVY PROJECTS:  Councilmember Dix reported that she did not receive any 
replies to her request for ideas about using these funds.  She will collaborate with Deputy 
Clerk Tych to distribute another stand-alone message to try and generate interest. 
 
GRAVEL ON 106TH TO PROTECT TREE ROOTS:  Councilmember Dix asked about her 
request to place gravel at the north end of 106th Pl SE before the new house at the end of the 
street begins construction.  Mayor Howes commented that she has spoken to a couple of 
property owners along the street who are planning to place gravel when their small projects 
are complete. 
 
RETAINING WALLS ON 103RD AVE SE AT SE 29TH ST AND AT SE 27TH ST:  
Councilmember Dix mentioned that these two retaining walls need attention and should be 
considered for the upcoming CIP/ TIP review. 
 
MAYORS’ MEETING:  Mayor Howes reported that the other Points Cities seem to be 
moving back to more normal work situations, though the mayors’ meetings will probably 
continue in virtual mode as a cost saving measure. 
 
HEDGE TRIMMING NEEDED THROUGHOUT VILLAGE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will 
add a note to an upcoming newsletter asking residents to trim their hedges that are either on 
or encroaching into Town rights-of-way, particularly where the hedge extends into the paved 
roadway and/or storm drains.  These hedges must be maintained for pedestrian and vehicle 
safety and for fire safety. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next Council meeting will be in person at Councilmember Gillem’s 
house.  To accommodate remote attendees via zoom, Clerk/Treasurer Spens will bring her 
Town computer. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Stowe moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 pm.  
Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:  3 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


