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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
May 10, 2022 
Dix 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Aletha Howes, Councilmembers Paula Dix, John Gillem, Tom Stowe, 
and Brad Wheeler. 
EXCUSED:  Councilmember James McCarthy. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  None. 
 
Mayor Howes called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the April 5, 2022 minutes as amended.  
Councilmember Gillem seconded. 
Vote: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the final April 12, 2022 Claims 
Register for check numbers 16000 through 16026 in the amount of $34,245.83.  
Councilmember Wheeler seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Wheeler moved to approve the final May 12, 2022 Claims Register for 
check numbers 16027 through 16046 in the amount of $92,040.91.  Councilmember Stowe 
seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDING:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she 
submitted the Town’s first progress report for this funding, which included payments made 
for the shed expansion through 3/31/2022, to US Treasury before the 4/30/2022 deadline. 
 
EBILLING:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the first time through the e-billing process 
went smoothly.  Out of 117 customers, 53 opted into email delivery, and of those, only 2 
failed. 
 
NEW OPTION FOR PAYING WATER BILLS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the 
Council that they reviewed an option for online payment last month through Municipay and 
had questions.  She noted that Municipay has provided answers, the main one being that full 
autopay is not yet available.  (Full autopay means that a customer sets up a payment method 
one time and then each time an amount is due, the autopay system deducts the appropriate 
amount from that payment method and sends it to the Town.)  She also commented that most 
water customers seem to want to be able to set up full autopay system, so that they do not 
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have to set up payments for each bill.  After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the 
Council to put this option on hold until Municipay completes work on autopay, or another 
vendor can be found. 
 
CHANGES TO TREE CODE FOR HAZARDOUS TREES:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported 
that she and Deputy Clerk Tych have identified at least one new inconsistency in the current 
tree code.  She would like to ask the Town Attorney to review the code and highlight all 
inconsistencies so that when the Planning Commission resumes work on this update, they 
will be aware of them. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Howes reported on behalf of the Town Marshal that the 
thefts are increasing throughout the area.  She asked that the next newsletter include a 
reminder to residents to remove valuables from their vehicles and to lock everything. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Councilmember Wheeler reported on behalf of Bob Durr that there is 
nothing to report.  However, the Planning Commission wants to know if our system has the 
capacity to handle new ADUs and what is the system’s ultimate capacity.  Mr. Wheeler noted 
that Water Supervisor Bob Durr says the pump runs about 11 hours per day during periods of 
hot weather.  Councilmembers Stowe commented that the ultimate system capacity is also 
dependent on our aquifer.  And Councilmember Wheeler added that our water-distribution 
piping/conveyance systems may also limit capacity.  It was the consensus of the Council that 
the Planning Commission’s study of ADUs should continue, but the Council may need to 
consider a moratorium on their development until these infrastructure questions can be 
addressed. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Mayor Howes reported on behalf of WABA President Jeff Avansino 
that security patrols at the beach parking lots will begin Memorial Day.  A Meet the 
Lifeguard event is planned for Friday June 17; the Summer Picnic will be held on July 23. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
KING COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM:  Mayor Howes opened the 
discussion by noting that no one from the Planning Commission was able to attend tonight’s 
meeting.  Councilmembers noted they have several questions about the program, including 
how it compares to our current program, and would like to postpone this discussion until next 
month.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will work with Deputy Clerk Tych to extend an invitation to 
one or more Planning Commissioners. 
 
PAVING PROJECT UPDATE:  Councilmember Stowe reported that King County started 
the project on Monday and plans to get as much done this week, weather permitting, as 
possible.  They may have to come back next week to put finishing touches on speed humps 
and to fine tune any problem areas. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the foundation 
forms are in place, and the concrete pour is scheduled for this week.  Estimated completion 
remains sometime in late June or July. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
SPRING TOWN CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix reminded the Council that the date for 
the Town spring Clean Up is May 21 and dumpsters will be delivered on May 20 to the usual 
four locations. 
 
106th / SE 29th CORNER PLANS:  Councilmember Dix commented that she has been asked 
about the Town’s plans for this corner.  It was the consensus of the Council that no planting 
should happen until the laurel is fully eradicated.  Mulching the area will suffice for now. 
 
PARKS LEVY PROJECTS:  Councilmember Dix reported that she is forming a committee 
to brainstorm ideas for the best uses of the Parks Levy funding the Town is receiving.  She 
will write something for the next newsletter to engage interested residents in helping to 
develop a list of ideas and prioritize them. 
 
CONDITION OF THE ARTERIAL:  Councilmember Wheeler reported that he walked the 
Arterial to assess its condition and will put together an estimate for its repair to be included 
in the next CIP/TIP.  He remarked that while the street needs attention soon, it is unlikely we 
can do any work until at least 2023 and more likely in 2024.  He welcomes suggestions for 
patching the road so that it does not unravel significantly before we can complete repairs.  He 
also suggested that we figure out a longer-term strategy for this road, particularly now that 
the bus runs along it regularly in both directions. 
 
JUNE MEETING:  Mayor Howes reported that she and Councilmember Gillem are 
switching meeting dates.  She will host the June meeting, and Mr. Gillem the July meeting. 
 
OPMA IS BACK:  Mayor Howes reported that Governor Inslee has ended the relaxed open-
meeting rules effective June 1, 2022, which means that the Council and Planning 
Commission will have to return to in-person meetings or a hybrid version of in-
person/remote.  She explained that whether the Council meets in person, the Town is 
required to provide a place where the public may gather to participate in public meetings.  
We are still working on how best to handle those instances when a Councilmember must 
attend remotely. 
 
CEMP APPROVED BY STATE:  Mayor Howes reported that the Town’s updated CEMP 
has been approved by the State and is now official.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will print a copy 
to keep with the emergency-response supplies when the shed expansion is complete. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next Council meeting will be in person at Mayor Howes’ house.  
To accommodate remote attendees via zoom, Clerk/Treasurer Spens will bring her Town 
computer. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Gillem moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 pm.  
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


