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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
April 5, 2022 
Remote Special Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Aletha Howes, Councilmembers Paula Dix, John Gillem, James 
McCarthy, Tom Stowe, and Brad Wheeler. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Jeff Avansino, WABA President, Matt Johnson, Robin Stefan. 
 
Mayor Howes called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Gillem moved to approve the March 8, 2022 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded Councilmembers that the Claims Register is 
presented tonight for information only.  Because tonight’s meeting is being held a week 
early, the Council cannot take action to approve the April Claims until the regular May 
Council meeting. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
ELECTRONIC BILLING FOR WATER DEPARTMENT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded 
the Council that she will begin delivering water bills by email to those customers who have 
opted in with the May 1st billing statements.  She added that the subroutine for creating the 
bills will now generate a blind copy that comes to the Town email address.  That way she can 
confirm that all bills were emailed/mailed according to the customer’s preference, and she 
can find and correct email addressing errors.  Councilmember McCarthy suggested that she 
consider setting up a separate email address for these blind copies to segregate the blind 
copies from her regular mail. 
 
NEW OPTION FOR PAYING WATER BILLS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the 
Council that e-billing begins next month and that the second piece of this new program was 
to offer an option for online payment.  WABA is now using Municipay to provide online 
payment options for its members, and I spoke with one of their sales reps about their 
products and what would fit for BAWD.  Briefly, I would upload my monthly billing ledger 
to Municipay, and they manage a web-based interface to look up the amount owed by 
customer and facilitate payment of the bill by credit card or e-check.  In addition to the utility 
payment, payers cover the convenience fees for the payment method they choose.  
Municipay then transfers utility payments to the Town’s bank account and sends me a 
detailed list of payers and payment amounts. 
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On discussion, Councilmembers had the following questions about the agreement: 
 
1. The “Service Fee Addendum” states: “Municipality will be responsible for chargeback 

fees, retrieval fees and PCI Non-Compliance Fees.”  We want to be sure we understand 
what each of these terms means. 
- Chargeback fees = the fees the bank charges for NSF checks or the like? 
- Retrieval fees = what are they and under what circumstances might they be 
encountered? 
- PCI Non- Compliance fees = same questions as retrieval fees. 

2. Service fees for credit-card payers are 2.65% or $3.00 min.  Is there a service fee for 
paying by e-check through Municipay?  If so, what is that fee?  Can this be added to the 
Service Fee Agreement to memorialize it? 

3. Is there an option for true autopay, i.e., is there a way for a customer to set up a 
permanent process for their bill to be paid directly from either a credit card or e-check 
without the customer having to log in to Municipay each time a bill is created? 

 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will forward these questions to the Municipay rep and report answers 
to the Council when received. 
 
ROW DUMPING:  The Town has had another instance of dumping on the right-of-way.  No 
details are known about whether this is being done by a Villagers or a nearby Bellevue 
resident; nor do we know if the intention is to leave the items someplace where passersby 
will take them away as “free stuff.”  Clerk/Treasurer Spens asked the Council to brainstorm 
ideas about how we might stop this activity. 
 
2019-2020 AUDIT:  With the completion of our Audit Exit Conference, our audit is now 
complete, and the audit reports can be found on the Washington State Auditor’s Office 
website. 
 
CHANGES TO TREE CODE FOR HAZARDOUS TREES:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported 
that she passed the Planning Commission’s study materials and recommendation to the Town 
Attorney so he can draft an amending ordinance.  Once that draft is ready, the Planning 
Commission will review it during a public hearing, after which, they will forward it with 
their recommendations to the Council for action – probably sometime in June or July. 
 
LITTLE LIBRARY:  Mayor Howes has discussed the Town’s concerns about the recently 
constructed Little Library that was installed on the Town right-of-way near the intersection 
of SE 28th Street and 105th Ave SE with the Johnston-Kehoe family.  She explained that 
while the process may seem like overkill for such a small structure, the Town must be 
mindful of the potential liability of having something installed on Town property. 
 
She then introduced Matt Johnson and opened a brief discussion of what needs to be done for 
the Little Library to stay. 
 
Councilmember Stowe commented that the Little Library’s current placement is that it 
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interferes with the sightline for vehicles sitting at the stop sign at this intersection, adding that 
moving it ten feet to the west would solve that problem.  He added that the post needs to be 
installed more securely. 
 
Councilmember Wheeler offered to work with Mr. Johnston to set a better location and 
improve the installation method. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that Mr. Johnston will also need to execute and record an 
Encroachment Agreement with the Town, which recognizes that the installation is on Town 
property, that Mr. Johnston will remove it if the Town requests removal, and that the 
Johnston-Kehoe family will monitor the use and contents to ensure that no objectionable 
material is left in it.  This is consistent with what Paula Dix had to do to install the Little 
Library at Five Corners. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No activity to report. 
 
Mayor Howes mentioned that she met with the new KCSO captain at the Maple Valley 
Precinct to share her concerns about the need for KCSO to maintain their visibility 
throughout Beaux Arts.  She added that KCSO states they continue to perform three patrols 
daily at varied times throughout the day.  Sometimes the morning patrol is as early as 7am, 
sometimes as late as midday. 
 
Mayor Howes commented that she also expressed concerns about inconsistent response times 
and that the KCSO reply was that unless the call is an active emergency, it is assigned to a 
regular patrol for handling as time permits.  Maple Valley Precinct (No. 3) is expecting to get 
a new major in the next few months who will set up a visit with the Council sometime this 
summer and probably visit with residents briefly at the WABA Summer Picnic. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Councilmember Wheeler reported on behalf of Bob Durr that one of 
the well pumps experienced an odd amperage recently.  Mr. Durr continues to monitor and 
reports that the pumps are operating in normal range now. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Jeff Avansino, WABA President, reported that a Municipay payment 
option is now available to WABA members for paying their annual assessments.  He also 
shared upcoming activities and dates: 
  Easter/Passover Egg Hunt April 23 
  Spring Beach Clean Up April 30 
  New Member Party  May 17 
  Parking Enforcement begins  May 28 
  Summer Picnic  July 23 

  Winter Dinner   January 27, 2023 
He commented that WABA is focusing more energy on building community connections 
rather than actual clean ups, because there are so many new families in the Village.  He also 
added that KCSO has responded to the presence of non-members on the beach. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 323 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE 
A LIMITED PUBLIC-WORKS CONTRACT WITH DREAM GARDEN FOR 
GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICES:  Mayor Howes reminded the Council that Dream 
Garden performed similar work for the Town last year on an ad hoc basis, and 
Councilmember Dix would like to hire them on a more regular basis.  The proposed contract 
includes a requirement that work orders be approved prior to work beginning and has a 
spending cap of $7,500.  The draft is still in review with Town Attorney Linehan. 
 
Councilmembers offered several questions/suggestions, including: 

1. Can the contract language be altered to include a clause stating that the contract does 
not constitute a guarantee of work? 

2. Can we eliminate the automatic renewal? 
3. Does the contract language satisfy prevailing wage laws? 
4. Can the contract be re-written to outline the work to be performed as a work schedule 

rather than using work orders for each individual job? 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will share the first two questions with Town Attorney Linehan.  
Regarding #3, Mr. Linehan is already working to re-write the prevailing wage language.  
Regarding #4, Councilmember Dix prefers to use work orders for the first year or two so that 
she can compile a work schedule from that experience. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember McCarthy moved to adopt Resolution No. 323 authorizing the 
Mayor to execute a contract with Dream Garden for General Landscape Services pending the 
Town Attorney’s final review and approval.  Councilmember Gillem seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
PLAN FOR MAINTAINING TOWN GREEN SPACES:  Mayor Howes reminded the 
Council that last month they asked Councilmember Dix to begin developing a plan for 
maintaining the Town’s green spaces, particularly those that the Town has improved in 
recent years.  They asked that the plan include dividing the Town into work zones, outlining 
the work needed in each zone, developing rough cost estimates for this work, and 
determining a schedule for accomplishing the listed tasks, i.e., whether the tasks are semi-
annual, annual, or multi-year endeavors. 
 
In response to this request, Ms. Dix prepared materials for Council review: a map illustrating 
the proposed zones and a schedule of the types of work needed within each zone.  The 
schedule includes an estimate of the frequency needed, the vendor who she expects will offer 
the service, and estimates of the cost.  In addition, she included her available budget for the 
two main budget line-items she oversees:  Forest Budget and Greenspace Budget. 
 
Councilmember Wheeler asked if the Town started doing work in the planting-strip ROWs 
adjacent to private property, which is essentially the front yard for many properties.  Mayor 
Howes explained that the level of work in various areas is an ongoing discussion because 
some owners are more active in maintaining the planting strip ROW than others. 
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Councilmember Stowe asked that the greenspace around the 108th Walking Path and the 
unused street ROWs between 107th and 108th at SE 28th Street be included in this schedule, 
because both need regular maintenance. 
 
Councilmember McCarthy commented that this plan seems like an excellent starting point 
and that it can be fine-tuned as we move forward. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the building 
permit has been approved and issued.  Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder met the contractor, 
Alexander Moore Homes, on site for a final pre-construction walk through and confirmed a 
soft start date of April 4th.  That date depends on several factors, including the weather, the 
timing of material deliveries, and the installation of the water supply lines for the restroom.  
The first task will be placement of tree-protection fencing. 
 
Ms. Schroeder has asked the contractor to give us 48-hour advance notice of their on-start 
date so that Deputy Clerk Tych can notify the residents, especially the immediate neighbors, 
about the possible impact of construction work and vehicles in the vicinity.  Clerk/Treasurer 
Spens will also post such notices and updates to the Town website. 
 
The contractor estimates the project will be complete in two to three months. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
107th CONSTRUCTION PROJECT:  Councilmember Stowe suggested that complaints about 
the construction project should be directed to Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER INSURANCE COVERAGE:  Councilmember McCarthy asked if 
Councilmembers have Errors and Omissions coverage through the Town’s insurance.  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens answered yes. 
 
CHANGE IN EMAIL SERVICE PROVIDER:  Councilmember Gillem reported that he 
finds the webmail interface for our current provider much more difficult to manage than 
other providers he uses and suggested that the Town switch to Microsoft email accounts.  MS 
email offers user an online version of Outlook that is cleaner and more familiar to navigate 
and has more robust spam-handling capabilities.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that she has 
done some of the legwork for this change but has not had time recently to complete the 
switch.  Councilmember Gillem will help make this happen. 
 
TREE INVENTORY:  Councilmember Dix reported that the GIS tree inventory is complete. 
 
ROW MAINTENANCE PROJECTS:  Councilmember Dix reported that the new hose bib 
has been installed on the Academy Path near the 106th Place SE end. 
 
SPRING TOWN CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix reminded the Council that the date for 
the Town spring Clean Up is May 21st. 
 



Approved April 5, 2022 Council Minutes   Page 6 of 6 

ROW GRAVEL FOR TREE PROTECTION:  Councilmember Dix reported that the Town 
Arborist has suggested adding gravel to right-of-way in front of a residence on the east side 
of 106th Place to protect the roots of a Town tree located in that right-of-way.  With new 
house construction beginning soon, the Town Arborist is concerned that the trees roots will 
be damaged quickly.  Mayor Howes asked if there are other areas in Town that need similar 
attention, noting that it would be useful to have a photo illustrating the situation, and asked if 
tree protection fencing or other measures would be installed.  Mayor Howes will discuss the 
situation with the adjacent owner before authorizing action. 
 
CONDITION OF THE ARTERIAL:  Councilmember Wheeler noted that the arterial has not 
been repaved for several years and is becoming damaged, particularly with the restarting of 
bus service along this route.  He plans to walk the area with Councilmember Stowe and 
Town Engineer Schroeder to assess the situation. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mayor Howes reported that she attended the last Planning 
commission meeting to help outline the Council’s concerns about the Tree Code and 
hazardous trees and to answer questions about the requested ADU study. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next Council meeting will be in person at Councilmember Dix’s 
house.  Mayor Howes recommends that we resume the usual rotation while allowing 
Councilmember McCarthy to continue to participate remotely because he has a new baby in 
his house.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will prepare and distribute a meeting calendar so that 
everyone can assess if they have scheduling conflicts.  Posted agendas will indicate that the 
public is invited to attend in person or continue to call in.  To accommodate remote attendees 
via zoom, Clerk/Treasurer Spens will bring her Town computer. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Gillem moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm.  
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


