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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
March 8, 2022 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Aletha Howes, Councilmembers Paula Dix, John Gillem, James 
McCarthy, Tom Stowe, and Brad Wheeler. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Jeff Avansino, WABA President. 
 
Mayor Howes called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the February 8, 2022 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Wheeler seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Gillem moved to approve the final March 8, 2022 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15982 through 15999 in the amount of $19,691.30.  
Councilmember Wheeler seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
WATER DEPARTMENT BILLING:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that Elizabeth Leider 
has successfully revised our billing macro to include an option for water bills to be sent out 
by email to residents who opt in.  She added that a notice was included in the March 
newsletter as well as a note on the water bills mailed out on March 1st so that interested 
residents who choose the option can easily provide their preferred email address. 
 
Work on the online bill-pay option continues and more information will come to the Council 
in April. 
 
CHANGES TO TREE CODE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the Planning 
Commission reviewed the Council’s suggestions for clarifying the Tree Code with respect to 
dead trees and hazardous trees.  They agree in principle that the changes warrant 
consideration and would like the Town Attorney to draft ordinance language for their review 
at a public hearing.  It was the consensus of the Council that materials be forwarded to Town 
Attorney Linehan to draft an amending ordinance. 
 
2019-2020 AUDIT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded Councilmembers that the audit exit 
conference is scheduled for Wednesday March 9, 2022 at 11:30 am and will be conducted 
remotely.  Mayor Howes and Councilmembers Gillem and Dix and I will attend.  I will also 
provide access to the published audit reports in my April Clerk’s Report. 
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APRIL COUNCIL MEETING:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that their April 
meeting is regularly scheduled for April 12th, which falls during Bellevue’s Spring Break.  
She asked if they wish to reschedule for either April 5th or April 19th.  It was the consensus to 
reschedule the meeting on April 5th.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens explained that, because the 
meeting will be a week before the regular meeting date, the April meeting will be a special 
Council meeting.  This means that the Council may only act on published agenda items and 
approval of the April Claims Register will be delayed to the May Council meeting. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Jeff Avansino, WABA President, reported that annual assessments will 
be mailed shortly and are due on April 15th.  He also shared upcoming WABA activities with 
final dates to be determined, including: the Spring Beach Clean Up, a New Member Party, an 
Easter Egg Hunt, and the Winter Dinner.  Check the WABA website for final dates, times 
and locations.  Mr. Avansino also mentioned that WABA is considering reactivating the 
History Committee. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
CONFIRMTION OF STEVE TEGELER’S RE-APPOINTMENT TO THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mayor Howes remarked that Steve Tegeler has confirmed 
his willingness to continue serving on the planning Commission, so she has re-appointed him 
to another six-year term ending on December 31, 2027.  She asked the Council to confirm 
this appointment. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Dix moved to confirm the appointment of Steve Tegeler to the 
Planning Commission for a six-year term expiring on 12/31/2027.  Councilmember Stowe 
seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe reported that updated plans 
have been submitted to the Building Department for final review and approval and that Town 
Engineer Schroeder is coordinating project work with the building contractor.  The project is 
expected to begin shortly after the permit gets final approval. 
 
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU) REGULATIONS:  Mayor Howes commented 
that the Council discussed the need for a review of the Town’s current ADU regulations last 
month.  Before sending the topic to the Planning Commission for study, she would like the 
Council to clearly define the goals of that study.  Items mentioned during this discussion 
included: 
• The term ADU needs to be defined and included in our Zoning Code. 
• The Zoning Code needs to spell out the physical attributes that an ADU is allowed to 

have, including whether it is attached/detached, what size it can be, what amenities it may 
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include, how parking for the ADU occupants should be managed, etc. 
• The Code should specify the number of occupants.  This may be impacted by federal or 

state rules. 
• The Code should clarify if the property owner may occupy the ADU while renting the 

main dwelling and any other qualities that are appropriate to manage the occupancy of 
ADUs. 

• The Code should clarify that renting either the main residence or the ADU is not 
considered a commercial activity. 

 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will forward the materials the Council used tonight and these 
guidelines to the Planning Commission to get their discussed started.  Mayor Howes will 
attend the meeting to further clarify the Council’s directions. 
 
TREE CANOPY PRESERVATION:  Mayor Howes commented that this topic was 
discussed briefly last month, and she wanted to revisit it to establish parameters for 
determining whether the Tree Code is working to preserve tree canopy.  In particular, she 
wants to decide how we measure progress and to develop a plan for replanting Town trees 
that have been removed in recent years. 
 
Councilmember Dix remarked that the Town had a canopy cover of 41% as measured by the 
King Conservation District during their 2019 canopy study.  She added that tree inventory 
underway this year should give us an updated measure. 
 
Councilmember Gillem commented that we need to know those numbers before we can 
determine an appropriate goal for canopy cover and begin assessing whether the Tree Code is 
working to protect canopy.  He added that one reason the Town’s replacement of trees has 
lagged is because it is difficult to find places to plant them. 
 
Mayor Howes restated that whatever goal we decide is appropriate, it needs to measurable so 
we can clearly see whether the Tree Code is working.  She also mentioned that once we 
establish our goal and decide on the direction to take, the Planning Commission may be able 
to help design incentives to encourage private owners to plant and care for replacement trees. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
TRANSFER OF STREET DEPT DUTIES:  Councilmember Stowe reported that he and 
Councilmember Wheeler continue working to transfer duties related to maintaining the 
Town’s streets and rights-of-ways (except landscaping). 
 
SOIL SLOUGHING ABOVE 108TH WALKING PATH:  Councilmember Stowe reported 
that he visited the location and agrees that the top layer of soil is continuing to slide toward 
the walking path.  He noted that a pony wall can be installed just south of the existing one at 
a cost of about $3,000, but this is not a permanent solution.  He would prefer to monitor the 
situation for now; and then determine if a full-scale engineered retaining wall is a better 
alternative, in which case, the project proposal would need to be added to the CIP/TIP. 
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2021 PAVING PROJECT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that he is still waiting to hear 
when this work will begin. 
 
TREE INVENTORY:  Councilmember Dix reported that the GIS tree inventory is underway.  
She will put together a brief note for Village-wide distribution so that residents know what 
the tags and flags on trees throughout Town mean and that the tags/flags should not be 
disturbed.  In her walks through the Village with Town Arborist Holly Iosso, Ms. Iosso 
noticed areas where regular parking on the right-of-way may be damaging tree roots.  She is 
recommending that large gravel be spread in these areas to provide some root protection.  
Councilmembers Stowe and Wheeler would like a spec for the proposed gravel so they can 
arrange for delivery and placement. 
 
ROW MAINTENANCE PROJECTS:  Councilmember Dix reported that work on the Angle 
Path is complete for now.  She would like to hire DreamGarden on an ongoing basis to 
handle maintenance chores such as weeding, spreading mulch, etc. on an ad hoc basis at an 
annual cost not to exceed $7,500. 
 
Councilmembers Gillem and McCarthy would like to see a plan for how Ms. Dix intends to 
tackle the various right-of-way maintenance tasks throughout Town.  The plan/task list 
should include estimated costs.   Mayor Howes will work with Councilmember Dix to divide 
the Town into maintenance zones and create a more formal list of needed tasks within each 
zone, including estimated costs for continued discussion next month. 
 
106th AVE SE / SE 29th:  Councilmember Dix reported that she is still pondering what to do 
in the area where the laurels were cleared from the right-of-way.  She will order chips and set 
a task for spreading them during the Spring Town Clean Up.  She will then evaluate the area 
over the summer to determine if it is ready to BE planted or should wait. 
 
SPRING TOWN CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix is still working to find a date for the 
Town’s Spring Clean Up.  At this point, she thinks maybe May 21st. 
 
4Q2021 TREASURER’S REPORTS:  Councilmember Gillem reported that he completed his 
review of the 4th Quarter 2021 Treasurer’s Reports and signed them to indicate his approval. 
 
LITTLE LIBRARY:  Councilmembers expressed concerns about the placement of the new 
little library near the intersection of SE 28th Street with the Arterial as well as its 
construction.  Mayor Howes will follow up with the property owner who installed it to 
discuss moving it to another location and the process for obtaining Council permission. 
 
POINTS CITIES MAYORS’ MEETING:  Mayor Howes reported that the mayors group has 
been discussing how the various cities are returning slowly to in-person work and meetings.  
She asked in the Council feels comfortable re-starting in-person meetings on May 10th with 
an abbreviated list of meeting locations. 
 
LA QUINTA TRANSITIONAL HOUSING:  Mayor Howes reported that King County 
purchased the old La Quinta hotel in Kirkland for use as transitional housing. 
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NEXT MEETING:  The next Council meeting will be a special meeting scheduled for 7:00 
pm on Tuesday April 5, 2022 and will again be remote.  Posted agendas will provide 
information for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember McCarthy moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 pm.  
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


