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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
February 8, 2022 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Aletha Howes, Councilmembers Paula Dix, John Gillem, James 
McCarthy, Tom Stowe, and Brad Wheeler. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Jeff Avansino, WABA President. 
 
Mayor Howes called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the January 11, 2022 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Gillem moved to approve the final February 8, 2022 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15959 through 15981 in the amount of $52,416.39.  
Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
COUNCIL BASICS BINDER:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she has updated the 
materials in the electronic Council Basics binder and will distribute the binder to all in the 
next few days.  She explained that “pdf binder” will include information about OPMA and 
Public Records training that all Councilmembers need to complete every four years, 
including links to training sites.  The binders also include BAV-specific information that 
should be helpful to Councilmembers (rosters, budgets, etc.) and several handbooks prepared 
by Municipal Services and Research Center (MRSC).  The MRSC handbooks are more 
generic and are intended to help Councilmembers learn more about their responsibilities. 
 
BEAUX ARTS PURCHASING POLICY:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that it has been three 
years since the Council adopted the current purchasing policy, and it makes sense to review it 
for needed updates, if any, particularly the Delegation of Authority dollar limits.  She added 
that she has included it with tonight’s meeting packet just to get the discussion going. 
 
NEW METER READER HIRED:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she has hired Aidan 
Morlock as the Town’s new Meter Reader, replacing Michael Reller.  Michael and Aidan 
will complete the upcoming meter-reading cycle together so that Aidan gets firsthand 
training.  The Town’s contract for meter-reading services will be with both Aidan and his 
father, Wade Morlock, so that checks can be made payable directly to Aidan. 
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2019-2020 AUDIT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the exit conference for our audit is 
scheduled for Wednesday March 9, 2022 at 11:30 am and will be conducted remotely.  She 
commented that Mayor Howes and Councilmember Gillem will both attend and asked if any 
other Councilmembers wish to participate.  Councilmember Dix mentioned that she would 
like to listen in. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Howes reported that Jeff Jochums remains in regular 
contact with the Sheriff’s Office.  She also reported that she is meeting with KCSO 
representatives to review our current contract and confirm that we are receiving the services 
we have been promised.  In particular, she is concerned that she does not see patrolling 
deputies as often as in the past and that she is still not receiving incident reports. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that Water Supervisor Bob Durr has 
some projects he wants the Council to consider.  Information will be circulated when 
available. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Jeff Avansino, the new WABA President, thanked the Council for 
inviting him and announced the following new officers:  Peggy Driftmeyer, Vice President; 
Elizabeth Leider, Secretary; Jordan Reynolds, Treasurer; Carrie Oliver, Membership. 
 
Mr. Avansino commented that WABA has been looking at options for paying membership 
fees online and has settled on Municipay as the firm that will provide the best fit for services.  
He encourages the Town to consider using them as well.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens remarked 
that she and Elizabeth Leider have been working to create an electronic billing option for 
residents and that the next step after completing that task will be to look more closer at online 
payment options. 
 
Mr. Avansino also mentioned that WABA is investigating the process of digitizing their 
documents and expressed interest in partnering with the Town on that task.  Clerk/Treasurer 
Spens commented that many of our documents were digitized by the State Archivist, which 
also allows the Town to store the documents at the State Archives at no cost.  She added that 
the Town will be digitizing permit plans soon. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 323 APPROVING THE ARCH BUDGET AND 
WORK PROGRAM FOR 2022:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that the Town has 
participated in ARCH (A Regional Coalition of Housing) for many years as a means 
satisfying the Affordable Housing requirement in the state’s Growth Management Act.  She 
noted that our proposed contribution toward operating expenses is up 3% over last year. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to adopt Resolution No. 323 approving the ARCH 
Administrative Budget and Work Program for 2022.  Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 324 ADOPTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
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ARCH INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens briefly outlined ARCH’s 
request for an amendment to the current Interlocal Agreement among the participating cities, 
explaining that the amendment grants the ARCH Executive Board the option of expanding 
the Community Advisory Board to encompass greater diversity among CAB members.  
Councilmember Stowe expressed concern that expanding the CAB would have unintended 
consequences that could lead to increased costs for ARCH.  It was noted that even if Beaux 
Arts does not approve this amendment, the amendment will be adopted if a majority of 
participating cities approves it. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Gillem moved to adopt Resolution No. 324 adopting 
Amendment No. 1 to the ARCH Interlocal Agreement.  Councilmember Wheeler seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 1 Against (Stowe), and 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER DUTIES:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that she updated the 
Organization Chart to reflect last month’s discussion.  Councilmembers offered several small 
revisions, which she will include in the final version.  At the conclusion of the discussion, 
Mayor Howes noted that the Org Chart is a working document, and nothing is set in stone.  
She encouraged Councilmembers to suggest realignments and other changes as needed. 
 
ROW USE CONCERNS:  Councilmember Dix reviewed a list of concerns she wanted the 
Council to consider so that they can be addressed pro-actively where appropriate.  She noted 
that the list is based on things happening in other neighborhoods, e.g., increased housing 
density, short-term rentals, and shared housing, which could have a significant impact on the 
Town’s character. 
 
After reviewing the list and discussing some of its elements, the Council agreed that a 
cursory review of our current regulations for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and parking 
is warranted in light of current trends, federal limits on the Town’s ability to regulate shared 
housing, and any other statutory requirements that may apply.  Because any regulations 
developed would be related to land use, the Planning Commission will need to study the 
issue thoroughly and prepare recommendations for the Council. 
 
Ms. Dix would also like the Council to assess how the current tree code is working to protect 
tree canopy on for both public and private property.  She is not clear if mitigation trees are 
monitored to ensure they survive for the required three years.  She also wants the Town to 
focus more on replacing trees it removes from public property.  During discussion, 
Councilmembers reminded Ms. Dix that tree replacement is within her scope of duties, so she 
should develop suggested planting locations. 
 
Ms. Dix is also concerned about the Town’s tree canopy and would like the Council to set a 
goal for its retention.  She commented that the tree inventory that will soon be underway 
should result in a measurement of our current canopy.  Mayor Howes suggested that knowing 
the existing canopy will help the Council decide on an appropriate goal. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the sanitary 
sewer installation is complete.  The asphalt work needed has expanded slightly, because the 
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project has been split, by necessity, into two phases to better accommodate the actual 
construction of the new building, the width of the driveway access to the shed has increased 
from 14 to 16 feet, and the street in front of the property must be patched to cover the 
sanitary-sewer connection.  Mr. Stowe stated that the increased cost is about $3,000 and 
asked the Council to authorize an increase of that amount for the paving portion of this 
project. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to authorize a change order to the contract with 
AA Asphalting in the amount of $3,000 for the work described in their two project work 
orders.  Councilmember Gillem seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Stowe also reported that the architect is working on revisions to the building 
plans at Building Official Kolke’s request.  He hopes those revisions will be completed in the 
next two weeks so that the permit can be issued around February 21st. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
POTENTIAL INFRINGEMENTS ON LOCAL ZONING CONTROL:  Councilmember 
Stowe mentioned an email he circulated recently that outlined zoning-control issues the state 
legislature is contemplating.  These issues threaten to reduce the amount of control over 
zoning that local jurisdictions will retain.  He remarked that his email included comments 
about the problems with the proposed legislation written by the Mercer Island mayor and 
submitted to legislators, and he urged anyone on the Council who shares his concerns about 
this taking of local control to also write to our state legislators. 
 
TRANSFER OF STREET DEPT DUTIES:  Councilmember Stowe reported that he and 
Councilmember Wheeler have started working to turn over duties related to maintaining the 
Town’s streets and rights-of-ways (except landscaping). 
 
2021 PAVING PROJECT:  Councilmember Stowe reminded the Council that we should 
learn very soon about timing for the paving work originally scheduled for late last Fall and 
then postponed due to weather.  He added that our project is first on the schedule. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORTS:  Councilmember McCarthy will be taking over the review of 
the Treasurer’s Reports.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will deliver the 4Q2021 Treasurer’s Report 
binder to him to begin his review.  Councilmember Gillem will help with this transition. 
 
TREE INVENTORY:  Councilmember Dix reported that she has been flagging and tagging 
Town trees for the upcoming GIS inventory and commented that she needs help identifying a 
few trees as either public or private. 
 
OTHER ROW CLEAN-UP PROJECTS:  Councilmember Dix estimates that it will cost 
about $1200 to clean-up the Angle Path.  She has a planting plan in the works for the 106th / 
SE 29th corner where the laurel was removed.  She mentioned that the Hillbergs continue 
working to stabilize the bank behind their home and wondered when the Town plans to 
upgrade the retaining wall near the 108th Walking Path.  She reminded the Council that the 
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hanging baskets were in place for only a brief time before four of the five were stolen and 
suggested that we take a year off from purchasing them. 
 
POINTS CITIES MAYORS’ MEETING:  Mayor Howes reported King County 
Councilwomen Claudia Balducci attended the last Mayors’ meeting to discuss regional 
issues, including housing, bus service, Comprehensive Plan updates (upcoming in 2024), and 
housing density.  Ms. Balducci expects the Towns to be exempt from the County’s proposed 
requirements to incorporate increased density. 
 
NEW INTERIM SHERIFF:  Mayor Howes is meeting with the Interim Sheriff Patti Cole-
Tindall to review our current police-services contract and ensure that we are receiving the 
services we contract for. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
March 8, 2022 and is expected to be remote.  Posted agendas will provide information for 
public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Wheeler moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 pm.  
Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


