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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
December 14, 2021 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor John Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, 
James McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Councilmember-elect Brad Wheeler. 
 
Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Howes moved to approve the November 9, 2021 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Juhle moved to approve the final December 14, 2021 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15903 through 15932 in the amount of $80,652.80.  
Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
MAYOR PRO TEM:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that in January, Councilmember Howes 
will be our new mayor and that a new signature card will be needed.  She asked the Council 
to consider choosing the Mayor Pro Tem now so that she can add the chosen person’s name 
to that update.  It was the consensus of the Council that Councilmember McCarthy will serve 
as Mayor Pro Tem. 
 
FEE SCHEDULE REVISIONS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that the cost of recording 
documents with King County has increased $100 per filing.  As part of the ROW-permitting 
process, applicants pay a fee that includes a nominal application fee and the cost of recording 
the document.  Our current fee for ROW Permits is $150.  To capture the County’s fee 
increase, the Town needs to increase the ROW Permit fee to $250.  She will draft a 
resolution to reflect this fee increase for the Council’s discussion and action in January. 
 
INTERNET CONNECTION AT MAINTENANCE SHED:  As part of our Comcast 
franchise, the Town gets one free high-speed internet connection.  That connection has now 
been installed at the Water Maintenance Shed.  During installation, the Comcast technician 
mentioned that this basic connection may not support our use of camera during hybrid in-
person/remote Council meetings.  If the Council chooses to implement use of a camera for 
hybrid meetings, we may need to upgrade the speed of our connection.  Clerk/Treasurer 
Spens recommends that we wait until the building is in use before making this upgrade. 
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2019-2020 AUDIT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the State Auditor’s Office has 
completed most of their work on the audit of the Town’s financial reports and operations for 
2019 and 2020.  They have asked the Town to find dates in February for the exit conference. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that there are no incidents to report.  He 
did note that some Town residents expressed concern about a legacy issue with a resident’s 
son who does not live in Beaux Arts.  He noted that Town Attorney Linehan is aware of the 
situation.  There is no action planned at this time. 
 
WATER REPORT:  No report. 
 
WABA REPORT:  No report. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  PROPOSED ORDINANCE 456 AMENDING THE 2021 
BUDGET:  Mayor Gillem opened the public hearing at 7:28pm.  As there was no public 
comment, he closed the hearing at 7:30 pm. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens explained that these amendments are needed because work on 
improvements to the Maintenance Shed was not included in the original budget.  It now 
appears that without this amendment, expenditures in the General Fund might exceed the 
original budget set by Ordinance No. 448.  She added that she reduced budgeted expenditures 
in the Street Fund and Cumulative Reserve Fund to recognize the postponement of the 2021 
Paving Project to 2022. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Howes moved to pass ordinance No. 456 amending the 2021 
Budget.  Councilmember Juhle seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 457 ADOPTING THE FINAL 2022 BUDGET:  Clerk/Treasurer 
Spens outlined the minor adjustments requested at last month’s meeting and incorporated 
into this final version.  Mayor Gillem noted that, except for the 2022 Paving Project, this 
budget is balanced.  
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Howes moved to pass ordinance No. 457 adopting the 2022 
Budget.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe noted that, thanks to an 
unanticipated challenge with the Bellevue side of the sanitary sewer lines, the cost to install 
the sanitary sewer line feeding the expanded maintenance shed is expected to increase 
$15,000.  He reminded the Council that they originally approved this work for a cost not to 
exceed $15,500 and asked that the Council authorize this increase so that the project can 
proceed. 
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MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to authorize an increase in the cost to install the 
sanitary sewer at the maintenance shed by $15,000.  Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder will prepare paperwork for this change order. 
 
ADDENDUM TO WRIA 8 INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens 
reminded the Council that this addendum allows the City of Everett to join the consortium, 
the net effect of which is to slightly lower Beaux Arts’ cost share for participation. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Howes moved to authorize Mayor Gillem to execute the 
Addendum to the Interlocal Agreement for the Watershed Basins within Water Resource 
Inventory Area 8 (WIRA 8).  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
PLANTING STRIP ROW MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Juhle outlined the concerns 
he expressed in his report about the inconsistent application of the Town’s Right-of-Way 
Code to Town property adjacent to private property, commonly called the Planting Strip 
right-of-way (ROW).  He remarked that some residents have expressed frustration to him 
that: 

• The Town’s application of the ROW rules throughout the Village is inconsistent, 
• Some owners treat adjacent Town property as if it is their own, rather than as public 

property. 
• The Town’s expenditure of funds to maintain Planting Strip rights-of-way is uneven. 
 

He suggested that it might make sense to sell the planting strips to adjacent owners to 
encourage owners to better maintain this space and asked that the Planning Commission be 
directed to study the matter and make recommendations to the Council. 
 
Councilmember Stowe noted that that the Town also uses this property for utilities and green 
space and that it is always challenging to find the compromise with other needs for and uses 
of this space. 
 
After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that before asking the Planning 
Commission to study this issue, the Council should discuss the issue more and develop clear 
objectives for such a study. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN:  Councilmember Howes 
reported that the Town’s CEMP has been submitted to the State of Washington for review. 
 
TREE MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that she is waiting for Arborwell to 
finish replacing tree cables. 
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ACADEMY PATH:  Councilmember Dix reported that mulch has been spread along the 
Academy Path to suppress weed growth. 
 
KCD GRANT:  Councilmember Dix reported that the Town has received this grant, but she 
is seeking clarification on some of the contract language. 
 
ROW MAINTENANCE SERVICES:  Mayor Gillem reported that he will be signing a 
contract with Marc’s Landscaping Services to continue maintaining the Town’s streets and 
unplanted rights-of-way per his previous contracts. 
 
POINTS CITIES MAYORS’ MEETING:  Mayor Gillem noted that Beaux Arts will be 
hosting the January meeting of this group.  He will attend the meeting to introduce Mayor-
elect Aletha Howes and turn over the reins to her. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER DUTIES:  Councilmember Howes mentioned that she would like to 
group to review the list of Councilmember duties and start a discussion next month about 
best to divide these duties equitably.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will include the most recent 
version of the Town’s Organization Chart in next month’s packets to assist in this discussion. 
 
THANK YOU TO OUTGOING COUNCILMEMBER JUHLE:  Mayor Gillem and the 
Council expressed thanks to outgoing Councilmember Juhle for the time and expertise he has 
volunteered to the Town both as a member of the Council and as a Planning Commissioner. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
January 11, 2022 and is expected to be remote.  Posted agendas will provide information for 
public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Howes moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 pm.  
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


