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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
November 9, 2021 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor John Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, James 
McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  Councilmember Hans Juhle. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  WABA President Tom Garvey, Elizabeth Leider. 
 
Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember McCarthy moved to approve the October 12, 2021 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the final November 9, 2021 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15881 through 15902 in the amount of $27,037.78.  
Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
PLANTING STRIP ROW MAINTENANCE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council 
that Councilmember Juhle expressed concerns about the inconsistent application of the 
Town’s Right-of-Way Code to the portion of Town property adjacent to private property, 
commonly called the Planting Strip rights-of-way (ROW), which he summarized in a written 
report for Council review.  It was the consensus of the Council that since Councilmember 
Juhle was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, any discussion of that report should be 
postponed until the December meeting. 
 
WRIA8:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she received an Addendum to our Interlocal 
Agreement with WRIA8 allowing Everett to join the consortium.  Town Attorney Linehan 
has advised that the Council should authorize the mayor to execute the Addendum, but 
because the WRIA8 group sent the request and document after she distributed packets, the 
addendum was not included in Council packets. 
 
2019-2020 AUDIT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the State Auditor’s Office has 
completed much of their work on the audit of the Town’s financial reports and operations for 
2019 and 2020.  She expects them to contact her about scheduling an exit conference soon 
and wants to know who would like to participate. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that there are no incidents to report; he is 
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waiting to learn more about the impact of personnel departures due to the vaccine mandate. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens mentioned that Seattle Harbor Patrol recently cancelled their 
agreement with Hunts Point to provide marine-patrol services and that Hunts Point is 
working on an agreement with Mercer Island Marine Patrol. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Water Dept Supervisor Bob Durr reported that he does not anticipate 
any unusual maintenance or capital expenditures for the Water Department in 2022. 
 
WABA REPORT:  WABA President Tom Garvey reported on recent storm damage at the 
beach, the WABA Annual Meeting on 1/29/2022, trustee elections, and parking enforcement. 
 
Elizabeth Leider then explained the online payment solutions she found when investigating 
options for WABA.  She has offered to collaborate with Clerk/Treasurer Spens to find the 
option that will work best for the Town and to help revise the Excel macro so that customers 
can receive their water bills by email rather than USPS. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  PROPOSED 2022 BUDGET:  Mayor Gillem opened the public 
hearing at 7:53pm.  As there were no comments, he closed the hearing at 7:54pm. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens outlined the updates made since last month’s meeting.  Mayor Gillem 
noted that while this budget anticipates that expenditures will exceed revenues, the reasons 
for that deficit are primarily due to the 2021 Paving Project that was postponed to 2022.  He 
added that his high-level view is that this budget is sound. 
 
Councilmembers discussed several adjustments, including increasing the budgeted 
expenditures for the maintenance shed expansion, including construction costs, utilities, and 
cleaning fees. 
 
Mayor Gillem mentioned that the Town’s contract for ROW Maintenance Services with 
Marc’s Lawn Service expires at the end of this year.  He has spoken with Marc Schaadt and 
learned that we can continue the contract as currently written with 50 visits per year at an 
annual cost of about $25,000 or we can increase to 65 visits per year at $32,000.  It was the 
consensus of the Council to extend the contract at our current service level. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will make these revisions and prepare a final budget for approval at 
the December Council meeting.  She will also closely compare this year’s expenditures to 
this year’s budget and arrange for a public hearing to amend the 2021 Budget if that seems 
necessary. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  ORDINANCE NO. 455 SETTING THE 2022 PROPERTY-TAX 
LEVY:  Mayor Gillem opened the public hearing at 8:43pm.  As there were no public 
comments, he closed the hearing at 8:44pm.   
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Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded Councilmembers that they decided last month that a levy 
increase for the full amount allowed by state statutes, including our banked capacity was 
prudent considering the expenditures predicted for next year.  She also explained how the 
levy is calculated using the levy basis rather than last year’s levy as the controlling figure for 
the allowable 1% annual increase. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Howes moved to pass Ordinance No. 455 authorizing an 
increase in the property-tax levy and setting the amount to be levied on property in2022.   
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe outlined the bids for actual 
construction of the expanded building to add a restroom and small storage.  Four contractors 
were contacted, and three responded with the lowest costing twice what was originally 
estimated.  He explained that the Council has three choices: 
1.  Accept the lowest bid and schedule the work to start in February.  The lowest bidder, 

Alexander Moore Homes, submitted a bid to construct the shed extension for $77,665.  As 
part of this work, they would assume duties as the General Contractor for the project.  In 
addition, the entire building needs a new roof at a cost of about $4,350. 

2.  Postpone this part of the project and re-bid it next year. 
3.  Build the addition using Town volunteers. 
 
Councilmember Howes commented that she is willing to consider #3 for 60 to 90 days to see 
if there were enough interested volunteers, but she does not think the Council should wait 
longer than that before deciding to move forward. 
 
Mayor Gillem asked Councilmember Stowe what he would do if he were making the 
decision on his own.  Councilmember Stowe responded that he would just accept the low bid, 
because he does not think prices will be significantly lower next year and could be even 
higher.  He also doubts that the Town would be able to gather enough volunteers to complete 
the project in a timely manner. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to authorize Mayor Gillem to execute a contract 
with Alexander Moore Homes at a price not to exceed $85,000.  Councilmember Howes 
seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder will get a firm bid from the contractor for the re-roofing.  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will work with Town Engineer Schroeder and the Town Attorney to 
prepare a contract and forward it to Alexander Moore Homes for signature. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN:  Councilmember Howes 
reported that the Town’s CEMP is 90% complete.  She commented that our CEMP refers to a 
Public Works superintendent, but the Council has not hired anyone to take over the Street 
Superintendent duties after Bill Beck retired.  She suggested that having a Councilmember 
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oversee those duties might be the solution and added that January will be a good time to 
discuss this in detail and consider reassigning Councilmembers’ areas of responsibility. 
 
FALL TOWN CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix reported a good turnout for the Town 
Clean Up with substantial progress on planned projects. 
 
TREE MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that Arborwell completed most of 
the tree work she had planned.  They will return to inspect and replace tree cables soon. 
 
ACADEMY PATH IRRIGATION:  Councilmember Dix reported that installation of the new 
water faucet along the Academy path is still on hold for parts. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
December 14, 2021 and is expected to be remote.  Posted agendas will provide information 
for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Mayor Gillem announced that the Council 
would adjourn the general session at 9:06pm for about 10 minutes to discuss personnel 
performance.  At 9:12 pm, Mayor Gillem adjourned the executive session and reconvened 
the regular session. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember McCarthy moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 pm.  
Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


