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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
July 13, 2021 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor John Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, 
James McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Water Dept Supervisor Bob Durr. 
 
Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Juhle moved to approve the June 8, 2021 minutes as amended.  
Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the final July 13, 2021 Claims Register 
for check numbers 15793 through 15812 in the amount of $32,853.22.  Councilmember Juhle 
seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
NEWSLETTER:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the August newsletter is on track to be 
distributed via Constant Contact.  In anticipation of this change, councilmember Howes and 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens devised a brief survey to learn what newsletter information Villagers 
value most.  Acting Deputy Clerk Tych will distribute the survey, and we will use the results 
to update our offerings accordingly. 
 
HYBRID COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that Mayor Gillem has 
recommended equipment the Town may be able to use to host future meetings that allow 
both in-person and virtual attendance by Council members and the public.  Councilmembers 
have mixed opinions about returning to in-person meetings, particularly if the meetings are 
hosted in Councilmembers’ homes.  We will continue to explore and discuss this topic while 
following the state’s guidelines for public meetings. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that a mailbox was severely damaged by 
a firecracker over Independence Day weekend.  The next newsletter will include a reminder 
that destroying a mailbox by any means is a criminal act that hurts our neighbors and our 
community. Mailboxes are protected by federal law, and crimes against them and the mail 
they contain are considered a federal offense.  
 
WATER REPORT:  Water Dept Supervisor Bob Durr reported that when Liquid 
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Engineering cleaned and inspected the water tank recently, they also prepared a list of 
suggested repairs.  Mr. Durr has reviewed the list with Water Superintendent Roger Lillejord 
and determined that most of the suggestions apply to new tank construction; however, there 
is one correction that needs attention.  The catwalk on the tank needs to be pressure washed 
and a small amount of corrosion stabilized in the next 5 years.  He is working to get estimates 
for completing this work.  He added that the inside of the tank should be recoated in 10 years. 
 
Mr. Durr also commented that the proposed location for a restroom addition at the water shed 
may need to be reconsidered.  He and Councilmember Stowe will meet to discuss Mr. Durr’s 
concerns and alternatives available. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
CIP / TIP FOR 2021 THROUGH 2026:  Councilmembers continued their discussion of the 
proposed CIP / TIP and made suggestions for final revisions.  He will compile everything 
into a final version for adoption in September.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will publish and post 
hearing notices for a public hearing on the final CIP / TIP during the September meeting. 
 
2021 YTD BUDGET PERFORMANCE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens directed the Council’s 
attention to the worksheets prepared to compare the current year budget to actuals year-to-
date.  She added that the Council will notice that these same worksheets will be used in our 
work to develop the 2022 budget beginning in October.  Councilmembers briefly discussed 
the report’s contents but noted that many of the year’s big expenditures are slated for later in 
the year. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
2nd QUARTER 2021 TREASURER’S REPORTS:  Councilmember Juhle reported that he 
has reviewed the 2Q2021 Treasurer’s Reports and signed them to indicate his approval. 
 
TREES AND THE RECENT HEAT WAVE:  Councilmember Juhle commented that the 
temperature in the Beaux Arts during the recent heat wave was noticeably cooler than the 
surrounding areas thanks to our urban forest.  He offered to write something brief for the next 
newsletter drawing Villagers’ attention to this benefit of our trees while asking them to give 
the trees a little extra water and TLC to help them recover. 
 
TREE INVENTORY GRANT: Councilmember Dix reported that she submitted the Town’s 
letter of interest to the King Conservation District, and they have responded by inviting the 
Town to submit a full application.  The grant will be used to help pay for a GIS-based tree 
inventory that captures information about each public tree’s species, age, and condition to 
help guide the Town’s tree maintenance work.  She noted that the grant requires a Town 
contribution.  It was the consensus of the Council that the contribution should be $2,000. 
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PATH MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that she has located a water line 
along Academy Path.  She would like to have Roger Lillejord install a hose bib at a cost of 
about $3,000 to simplify watering the new plantings along this path. 
 
She also walked the Glen Path with a designer from Lumo.  Lumo can prepare a design for 
this area at an estimated cost of $1,850.  She added that there is a big challenge in bringing 
water to this area, because there is no water line in the immediate vicinity on the same side of 
the street.  Discussion ensued about whether it makes more sense to just clean up the area but 
not install new landscaping, particularly since the path is not used nearly as much as others in 
the Village.  It was the consensus of the Council to put further work in this area on hold and 
consider making it the focus of a Fall Clean Up. 
 
PARK DEPT VOLUNTEERS:  Councilmember Dix noted that Charlie McCorriston has 
volunteered to help the Park Department in exchange for community service hours. 
 
2021 PAVING:  Councilmember Stowe noted that the paving project is expected to start after 
Labor Day.  He will put together some information for the newsletter to remind Villagers of 
the upcoming work AND a separate notice that can be pushed to the neighbors who will be 
directly affect by this work. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe asked the Council if he can 
move forward with this project at this time.  Mayor Gillem answered that, before we make a 
formal commitment, he wants the project posted on the September meeting agenda so that 
the Council can address questions and concerns.  Mayor Gillem offered to approach WABA 
and the neighbors in the immediate vicinity of the water shed to explain our plans.  
Councilmember Stowe will proceed to obtain cost estimates.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will add 
this to the September meeting agenda. 
 
REOPENING PLANS:  Mayor Gillem reported that the other Points Cities are moving 
forward with plans for reopening their City/Town Halls in September and are using their 
American Rescue Plan funding to purchase technical equipment to assist in this effort.  
Beaux Arts did apply for and receive funding, much of which we will use to improve the 
water shed workspace for staff.  Of course, all plans for re-opening will be guided by the 
State’s recommendations. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
September 14, 2021.  Posted agendas will provide information for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Howes moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm.  
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


