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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

January 8, 2019 

Corra 

 

Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Kathy Corra, Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans 

Juhle, and Tom Stowe. 

EXCUSED:  None. 

STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens 

GUESTS:  WABA President Susan Bogert. 

 

MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the December 11 2018 minutes, as 

amended.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 

Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

CLAIMS:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the December 31, 2018 Claims 

Register for check numbers 15095 through 15107 in the amount of $10,771.19.  

Councilmember Juhle seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the January 8, 2019 Claims Register for check 

numbers 15108 through 15116 in the amount of $6,580.04.  Councilmember Howes 

seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

CLERK’S REPORT: 

WRIA8:  Clerk Treasurer Spens reported that there is still no word from Snohomish County 

regarding whether they will, in fact, leave the consortium. 

 

BEAUX ARTS WEBSITE:  Clerk-Treasurer Spens noted that the new website has been live 

for about a year and that feedback has been positive.  There is one request to add a search 

function to the site, but she noted that the website host does not currently offer that option 

(though they are looking into it).  She added that based on the low number of subscriptions to 

the Alerts, it doesn’t seem like the site gets a lot of traffic, but she wants the content to 

remain timely and useful to residents.  Council asked if there is a way to determine the actual 

number of visits.  She will contact our website host and find out. 

 

TOWN BULLETIN:  Several Councilmembers expressed an interest in upgrading the 

Town’s bulletin to a more approachable format with slimmed down content.  The current 

format has little “white space” and is so full of information, that it can seem overwhelming if 

one wants a quick read. 
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UPCOMING CODE CHANGES:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she will present code 

language establishing a credit-card policy and amending the outdoor burning code in 

February and March. 

 

KENYON-DISEND FEES TO DATE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that Invoice #187964 

for $1,518.00 billed against our retainer bringing our new retainer balance to $3,605.37. 

 

MEETING CALENDAR:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that the calendar included in the 

packets is for Councilmembers to keep.  If anyone has a conflict with any of the posted dates, 

please let me know asap.  The calendar is also posted on the Town website at 

https://www.beauxarts-wa.gov/meeting-calendar. 

 

MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No report. 

 

WATER REPORT:  No report. 

 

WABA REPORT:  WABA President Susan Bogert reported that WABA is preparing for the 

Annual Meeting on February 2, 2019.  She also reported that the WABA Board has decided 

they will not allow LimeBikes on WABA property and they are continuing to work on the 

utility easements requested by the Town. 

 

APPEARANCES:  None. 

 

WATER DEPARTMENT RATES:  Mayor Gillem opened the discussion by reminding the 

Council that this topic has been discussed in general over the course of the last several 

months and that the rate increases are necessary to fund infrastructure needs both immediate 

and long-term. 

 

Councilmember Juhle outlined the process for determining that an Interfund Loan from the 

General Fund to the Water Department is the easiest and least costly method for funding 

these improvements.  He commented that the rate increase is needed to repay this loan and to 

build reserves for future infrastructure needs.  He added that the rate increase would be 

needed even if the Town obtained a loan from an outside source and explained that by 

loaning the money internally, the Water Department will be able to pay a reduced interest 

rate on the loan repayment. 

 

Councilmember Stowe then reviewed the chart of proposed rate increases and explained why 

a $20 increase in the bi-monthly base rate is the most fiscally sound option. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to adopt Resolution No. 308 authorizing an 

increase in the base water rate charged by the Beaux Arts Water Department.  

Councilmember Dix seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Gillem stated that he will do some additional research on Interfund Loans.  

Councilmember Stowe will give Water Supervisor Bob Durr the okay to start obtaining bids. 

 

PROCUREMENT POLICY:  Clerk/Treasurer presented the proposed procurement policy 
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and outlined the following: 

1.  The rules in the policy, including the monetary thresholds that determine when bids 

must be received, when the small-works roster can be used, etc. are established by 

state statute. 

2. The rules are segregated into separate sections that focus on the type of purchasing 

activity and dollar limits of that work.  This allows the user to focus on the rules that 

apply to the specific project being handled. 

3. The main section needing Council input is in Section 3.0 Declaration of Purchasing 

Authority.  The Mayor, department heads and employees have specified limits but no 

funds may be expended unless already appropriated for the project in the Town’s 

annual budget. 

 

After a very general review and discussion, the Council decided to continue its review and 

discussion next month. 

 

LIME BIKES IN BEAUX ARTS:  Mayor Gillem reported that he has no new information 

to discuss.  The topic will be restored to a future agenda when that changes. 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 

EASEMENT PROJECT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that he plans to attend the next 

WABA Board meeting to explain what the Town needs to complete this project.  He will 

forward the current easement language to the Council for their information. 

 

STORMWATER PROJECT AND FEMA FUNDING:  Councilmember Stowe reported that 

the Stormwater Project is still alive though on a slow track with FEMA.  We may get an 

inspection of the proposed project site soon, and he is working with Town Engineer Schroder 

on dates.  He has asked FEMA for an honest assessment of the likelihood that the project will 

be approved. 

 

TREE MANAGEMENT:  Councilmember Dix reported that she is working on bids for tree  

work, including the following: 

 A cluster of maples on 106
th

 Pl SE will be snagged, 

 A maple on South Beach hill will have dead limbs removed, and 

 Two large laurel trees and two cherry trees that are past their prime on the Glen Path are 

being considered for removal. 

 

FOREST ASSESSMENT GRANT:  Councilmember Dix reported that the Town has been 

selected for a grant through King Conservation District that will assess the Town’s tree 

canopy and the condition of our urban forest.  She added that from this study, she hopes the 

Town will develop policies that encourage tree preservation throughout the Village, 

especially during new home construction. 

 

YARD-WASTE COLLECTION:  Councilmember Dix stated that she would like the Town 

to consider getting a yard-waste dumpster that would be emptied bi-monthly.  The current 

canisters she has are not adequate for the volume of material collected from the ROWs.  

Mayor Gillem suggested that this be a discussion in March. 
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FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY:  Councilmember Juhle reported that he is exploring other 

avenues for ensuing the Town’s fiscal responsibility.  He added that he would like the 

Council to consider a donation campaign that encourages residents to include the Town in 

their estate planning. 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:  Councilmember Howes reported that she has begun 

planning a drill for 2019 that will include Block Captain and the Town Marshal and Deputy 

Marshal. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSIONER NEEDED:  Mayor Gillem reminded the Council of his 

search a Planning Commissioner to replace Jeff Kendall, whose term expired on December 

31, 2018. 

 

VOLUNTEER CLEANUP:  Mayor Gillem reported that Marc Schaadt organized and led a 

volunteer cleanup effort in Town after the last windstorm left debris on the streets throughout 

Town. 

 

NO-WAKE BUOYS:  Mayor Gillem noted that we are still missing several no-wake buoys at 

the beach. 

 

STOP SIGN ENFORCEMENT:  Mayor Gillem reported that he has received a number of 

complaints about bikers riding through Town along the Arterial and failing to even slow, 

much less stop, for the signs along the route. 

 

5G DEPLOYMENT:  Mayor Gillem reported that Yarrow Point, Medina and Clyde Hill are 

rapidly reacting to potential 5G upgrades in their communities.  He added that at some point, 

we will also need to address the issue, but not yet. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 

February 12, 2019 at Councilmember Stowe’s house. 

 

ADJOURN:  Councilmember Juhle moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 pm.  

Councilmember Howes seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Sue Ann Spens 

Clerk-Treasurer 


