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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

December 11, 2018 

Juhle 

 

Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Kathy Corra, Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans 

Juhle, and Tom Stowe. 

EXCUSED:  None. 

STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens 

GUESTS:  WABA President Susan Bogert. 

 

MINUTES:  Councilmember Howes moved to approve the November 13, 2018 minutes, as 

amended.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 

Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

CLAIMS:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the December 11, 2018 Claims Register 

for check numbers 15069 through 15094 in the amount of $41,906.97.  Councilmember 

Howes seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

CLERK’S REPORT: 

PARKING ENFORCEMENT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens outlined the Town’s current method 

for handling the enforcement of our parking rules.  She explained that our current policy is 

“soft enforcement”, i.e. when a situation is first reported, either she or Town Marshal Jeff 

Jochums contacts the resident to explain the Town’s parking code and stress the safety 

reasons for adhering to it.  This usually solves the problem, but if it doesn’t Town Marshal 

Jochums has 24-hour notices that he can post on the vehicle warning the owner that the 

vehicle must be moved or it will be towed.  Because Town Marshal Jochums is extremely 

busy with work, his wife often assists in these situations, but Deputy Clerk Kulp and I are 

wondering if/when we should also be contacting the King County sheriff for assistance.  

After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that Clerk/Treasurer Spens 

should review the current KCSO contract to determine what parking enforcement services, if 

any, are listed. 

 

ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON CITIES:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council 

of their brief discussion about AWC’s current stance in support of a state income tax and the 

Council’s general feeling that AWC should not be taking a position on this topic.  Mayor 

Gillem will connect with Hunts Point Mayor Joe Sabey and decide whether to write to AWC 

to express our concerns makes sense. 

 

KENYON-DISEND FEES TO DATE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported there was one 

invoice (#187840) for $725.00 billed against our retainer.  That invoice and last month’s 
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payment of $5,000 toward the Town’s retainer brings our new balance to $5,123.37. 

 

MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that there were two false alarms and one 

car prowl reported last month.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens asked if the Council would like her to 

start posting information about car prowls, mail thefts, etc. to the Town website.  She added 

that she has refrained from doing so out of concerns for privacy.  It was the consensus of the 

Council not to include this information on a public forum. 

 

WATER REPORT:  No report. 

 

WABA REPORT:  WABA President Susan Bogert reported that the WABA meeting was 

delayed due to lack of a quorum, so there is no new information to report at this time.  Ms. 

Bogert did note that WABA has been working with the Town’s Building Official to 

determine how to handle tree issues on WABA property that may be related to the Nielson’s 

recent construction.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that some of this time may be 

chargeable to WABA. 

 

APPEARANCES:  None. 

 

BUILDING-CODE VIOLATION SETTLEMENT:  Mayor Gillem opened the discussion 

with a brief summary of the situation and explained that, according to the Town Attorney, he 

has the authority to offer the settlement without Council approval.  He added that in the 

interest of full transparency, he has chosen to present his decision to the Council and asked 

that they confirm his decision.  It was the consensus of the Council to confirm Mayor 

Gillem’s decision to offer a settlement agreement to Jeff Avansino and Amy Criniti in the 

amount of $2,985.50 to close the Notice of Violation issued against their project.  This dollar 

amount recoups the Town’s out-of-pocket expenses for investigating the complaints and 

determining the appropriate remedies.  The agreement also recognizes that the violation has 

been resolved. 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 437 ADOPTING THE 2019 BUDGET:  Mayor Gillem 

gave an overview of the final budget, noting that the big push this year is the major 

infrastructure project for the Water Department and that without that project in the mix, this 

would be a revenue-neutral budget. 

 

Councilmember Stowe commented that, after waiting more than a year for word on whether 

the Town will receive a FEMA grant for stormwater system improvements, we are still no 

closer to receiving a final decision.  He expressed frustration with FEMA’s process and 

reported that he may ask to have the Town removed from FEMA consideration. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to pass Ordinance No. 437 adopting the budget for 

2019.  Councilmember Juhle seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 438 AMENDING BANKING PROVISIONS IN THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens explained that the need to codify changes in 

our banking policy to identify which personnel have specific levels of authority for banking 

services became a revision of BAVMC 3.20 FUNDS to allow the use of checks in payment 
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of claims.  She added that while drafting this ordinance, she discovered that the Town has 

never established a formal credit-card policy.  She will draft another ordinance to establish 

such a policy, as required by state statute, and bring it to the Council for review in January or 

February. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Dix moved to pass Ordinance No. 438 amending BAVMC 3.20 

to update banking provisions and authorize certain personnel to conduct banking activities on 

behalf of the Town.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

LIME BIKES IN BEAUX ARTS:  Mayor Gillem reported that feedback he received in 

response to his request was about 50/50 for and against allowing LimeBikes in Beaux Arts.  

He noted that families expressing support tended to be those who had used or are using the 

service, while those against felt the bikes were an eyesore and a potential liability.  He urged 

the Council to continue its discussions of the service and just what is the best alternative and 

outcome for Villagers, particularly since it is unlikely that we will be able to prevent the 

bikes being parked in Beaux Arts during Bellevue’s trial.  One idea was to find a central 

location where bikes can be parked so they aren’t left haphazardly throughout Town, e.g. on 

the concrete pad on the arterial near SE 28
th

 St (the old Metro stop) and perhaps near the Pit 

Park tennis courts. 

 

At the conclusion of this discussion, Mayor Gillem offered to draft an item for the next 

newsletter to solicit added input from Villagers. 

 

COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN:  Mayor Gillem commented that no further work is needed 

on the plan at this time and it should be removed from future agendas.  Councilmembers are 

proceeding with work on the projects under their control.  He will update the plan as work is 

completed and milestones are achieved 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 

FALL TOWN CLEAN-UP:    Councilmember Dix reported that the Fall Clean Up had a 

strong turnout and went very well with several major accomplishments.  Repair of the stairs 

leading from 103
rd

 SE near Leider down to SE 28
th

 was not included in this effort, but Aaron 

Sharp has offered to head a team of volunteers to complete this work in the near future.  She 

added that ivy removal needs to be ongoing. 

 

TREE MANAGEMENT:  Councilmember Dix reported that Arborwell removed trees along 

108
th

 Ave SE, pruned the cedar at 27
th

 and 104
th

, and will tackle the a dead madrone near SE 

29
th

 soon. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSIONER NEEDED:  Mayor Gillem reminded the Council of his 

search a Planning Commissioner to replace Jeff Kendall, whose term expires on December 

31, 2018. 

 

5G DEPLOYMENT:  Mayor Gillem reported that several members of the Points Cities 

Mayors group are actively working to monitor this project.  He will provide updates to the 

Council as they are available. 
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NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 

January 8, 2019 at Councilmember Corra’s house. 

 

ADJOURN:  Councilmember Stowe moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 pm.  

Councilmember Howes seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Sue Ann Spens 

Clerk-Treasurer 


