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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

June 12, 2018 

Stowe 

 

Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Kathy Corra, Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans 

Juhle, and Tom Stowe. 

EXCUSED:  none. 

STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 

GUESTS:  Planning Commissioner Kim Moloney, WABA President Susan Bogert, Joann 

Bromberg, Tim McGrath. 

 

MINUTES:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the May 8, 2018 minutes, as 

amended.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 

Vote: 4 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstain (Howes).  Motion carried. 

 

CLAIMS:  Councilmember Stowe to approve the June Claims Register for check numbers 

14933 through 14952 in the amount of $23,866.53.  Councilmember Juhle seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

CLERK’S REPORT: 

BELLEVUE PARKS LAKE-TO-LAKE RIDE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that on June 

9
th

, Bellevue Parks Department sponsored a bicycling event that included the Beaux Arts 

Arterial, i.e. 104
th

 Ave SE-SE 28
th

 ST – 105
th

 Ave SE.  The route was established without 

Bellevue contacting the Town in advance.  At the request of a concerned citizen, I spoke with 

the event coordinator at Bellevue Parks to learn more about the event, explain our concern 

about not having the opportunity to comment on the proposed route, and express our 

frustration that this continues to happen without our input.  The Event Coordinator assured 

me that the number of bicyclists who travel the extended loop that includes our arterial was 

expected to be quite small, because of the route length.  He also assured me that Bellevue 

Parks Dept will let us know of their future plans BEFORE moving forward with them.  I 

included Joyce Nichols, Bellevue’s Government Affairs manager, in the conversation; she 

also agreed that Bellevue will contact us in advance from now on. 

 

KENYON-DISEND FEES TO DATE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported there was one 

invoice against our retainer in the amount of $145.00.  The balance of our retainer for 2018 

now stands at $2,297.41. 

 

FEES RESOLUTION REVISIONS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted the State Building Code 

Council will increase their fee from $4.50 to $6.50 per permit effective July 1, 2018.  The 

Council has passed omnibus Fees Resolutions in the past in order to present all of the Town’s 

fees in a single document.  She would like to replace that omnibus resolution with a fee 
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schedule.  The schedule would be easier for user to read, and it can be altered without 

Council action when the fee that is changing is not one under our direct control.  The Council 

agreed that this is a good idea and authorized Ms. Spens to proceed.  She will bring a new 

Resolution and the Fee Schedule forward for Council action in July. 

 

CIP / TIP:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that July is typically the month that the 

Council takes action on its Six-Year Capital Improvement Plan and Transportation 

Improvement Program (CIP / TIP).  Since we haven’t done any work to create this document 

for the 2019-2024 planning period, she suggested that the Council review the current CIP / 

TIP at the July meeting, and update it for action at a public hearing in September or October.  

The Council agreed that this makes sense. 

 

MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No report.  Mayor Gillem noted there were 3 speeding violations 

cited in the past month. 

 

WATER REPORT:  No report.  Councilmember Stowe reported that Water Supervisor Bob 

Durr has submitted the Town’s Annual Water Efficiency Report to the state. 

 

WABA REPORT:  No report. 

 

APPEARANCES:  Kim Moloney appeared on behalf of the Planning Commission to ask the 

Council for authority to study uses of the Town rights-of-way (ROW) as green space and 

determine if there are ways to encourage property owners to restore greenscape on the public 

ROW that has been removed during the course of a building project.  She listed the following 

reasons why this is important: 

 Noise from I-90 is increasing.  Greenscape can help mitigate that noise. 

 Green space on the Town ROWs forms an important part of the Town’s character.  

Losses of that green space seem to be increasing in recent years. 

 The Town’s rules should reflect the community’s values.  If the community values this 

green space, it should be protected in some fashion. 

 Even in cases where permit holders do restore the greenscape to the ROW, there seems to 

be a significant time lag between permit completion and that restoration. 

 

Mayor Gillem noted that the important questions seem to be: 

1.  Do we have the right rules in place? 

2.  Are they reviewable? 

3.  Are they enforceable? 

He added that we need to be consistent both in the application of our rules and their 

enforcement. 

 

Discussion ensued.  Councilmembers made the following comments: 

 The Town’s message regarding the use of its ROWs seems to be inconsistent.  The public 

ROW belongs to the Town, but the Town has encouraged adjacent owners to improve 

and maintain the property. 

 The current ROW Code includes language to protect the green space, but perhaps it needs 

work or better enforcement. 

 Timing considerations may need to be incorporated. 
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At the conclusion of this discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to authorize the 

Planning Commission to proceed with this study. 

 

Joann Bromberg appeared to express her concerns about challenges with our current contract 

building consultants and their ability to react quickly to new kinds of construction.  She 

wondered if the Town can subcontract some of its permit work, e.g. plan reviews, to the City 

of Bellevue, which has more expertise in the areas of non-standard and pre-fabricated 

construction. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 306 KOLKE CONTRACT AMENDMENT.  Resolution 

No. 306 provides for an amendment in the current Building Official Contract to recognize the 

increased cost of providing inspection services due to a change in personnel.  Cost of 

inspections will increase from $75/hour to $125/hr.  Ms. Kolke has been unable to find a new 

inspector willing to perform inspections for the lower rate. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Dix moved to adopt Resolution No. 306 authorizing the Mayor 

to execute Contract Amendment No 3 of the agreement with Kolke Consulting Group for 

providing Building Department and Building Official Services.  Councilmember Stowe 

seconded. 

Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

LITTLE LIBRARIES:  Mayor Gillem noted that tonight’s discussion is to review the final 

plans for installing the proposed Little Library and to grant permission for the installation.  

Clerk/Treasurer Spens added that an Encroachment Agreement for the ongoing maintenance 

and removal, if necessary, will be executed with Paula Dix, but the agreement itself does not 

need Council approval. 

 

Ms. Dix distributed photos showing the proposed concrete anchors that will hold the Little 

Library structure in place.  Council had no further questions of concerns. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the installation of a Little Library at 5 

Corners on the northeast corner of the Angle Path.  Councilmember Howes seconded. 

Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

ROW MAINTENANCE:  Mayor Gillem explained that he invited four firms to submit 

proposals for maintaining the Town’s rights-of-way as outlined in the Scope of Work the 

Council reviewed in May.  Only one firm responded to the RFP.  Councilmembers reviewed 

that proposal and agreed that it meets their current needs and provides an opportunity to 

make changes if needed going forward. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to authorize Mayor Gillem to negotiate and 

execute a Public Works Services contract with Marc’s Lawn Service for an amount not to 

exceed $25,000 through 2019.  Councilmember Juhle seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC MITIGATION:  Mayor Gillem reported that the Town’s 

traffic counters will be removed, and we will purchase replacement tubing so that we have it 

ready to use in case we decide to re-install the counters. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN:  Mayor Gillem explained that he sees two focus points left from the 

original Strategic Plan:  Town Character / Appearance and Public Utilities Preservation 

(Water and Storm Sewer).  He further explained that going forward the Strategic Plan can 

serve several purposes, including a budget planning document and a means of planning for 

staff turnover (especially Bill Beck).  He noted that he has already revised the previous 

Strategic Plan to remove completed items and asked the Council to determine what items 

need to be added so the discussion can continue next month.  He asked Councilmembers to 

forward their suggestions to him by the end of June so he can incorporate them into a new 

draft for that discussion. 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 

TOWN CLEAN-UP:  Councilmember Dix reported that the Town Cleanup went well, and 

that the dumpsters were filled properly.  Mayor Gillem added that the Clean-Up Captains 

worked well.  He noted that kudos to Ms. Dix are in order. 

 

URBAN FORESTRY GRANT:  Councilmember Dix reported that she remains in contact 

with the state Department of Natural Resources for help with managing our urban forest and 

that Mike Hillberg has given her the tree-inventory that DNR paid for a couple of years ago. 

 

KING CONSERVATION DISTRICT GRANT:  Councilmember Dix reported that she has 

nearly completed an application to King Conservation District for a grant that will fund a 

tree-canopy study and complete a unified picture of our public trees and their health.  This 

information will help her develop a forestry plan for those trees, including plans for 

protecting it and developing education programs for residents.  She will need a letter from 

Mayor Gillem requesting the grant. 

 

STOP SIGNS AND STRIPING ON ARTERIAL:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the 

stop signs have been installed and all associated striping has been painted. 

 

STORM WATER GRANT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that he received word that our 

grant application is moving forward again but no information about when to expect approval. 

 

WATER LINE REPLACEMENT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that so far he has only 

found short-term lending options for this proposed project.  He is looking now at the 

possibility of revenue-backed long-term bonds.  Councilmember Juhle offered to assist with 

this as he has experience with bonding. 

 

TANA SENN MEETING:  Councilmember Stowe reported that he met with State 

Representative Tana Senn to express our concerns about obtaining constructive relief from 

Shoreline Management and Growth Management mandates and the excessive amount of 

reporting that is required whenever the Town receives a grant – particularly since these 

grants are funded by our own tax dollars. 

 

GREAT SHAKE OUT:  Councilmember Howes reported that she has signed the Town up to 

participate in the Great Shake Out on October 18, 2018 at 10:18.  She explained that the 

exercise is intended as a drill for cities to evaluate how prepared they are to respond to a 

regional natural disaster.  She added that for this year, she anticipates just participating but 
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foresees that we may be able to run our own drill next year.  She also sees this drill as a 

springboard for full emergency training for residents. 

 

EMERGENCY PREP PLANNING:  Councilmember Howes asked for time on the July 

agenda to begin Council discussion of her plans for the Town’s Emergency Preparedness. 

 

REPUBLIC SERVICES / RECYCLING:  Mayor Gillem reported that the recent news that 

China will no longer accept some US recycled waste is creating challenges for Republic 

Services as they work to find new outlets and recyclers.  In the interim, residents will see 

their garbage bills increase for two reasons: Republic is imposing a $2.50 surcharge per 

month for 6 months and the credit for recycled material will disappear until a new recycler is 

found.  In addition, Republic plans to produce re-education materials to emphasize what 

should be recycled vs. tossed. 

 

LAND-USE PLANNING TRAINING:  Mayor Gillem reported that the City of Medina will 

host a session on land-use planning and has invited the Planning Commissioners from other 

small cities/towns to participate. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 

July 10, 2018 at Councilmember Corra's home. 

 

ADJOURN:  Councilmember Dix moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 pm.  

Councilmember Howes seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Sue Ann Spens 

Clerk-Treasurer 


