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Local Historic Preservation



Certified Local Government Program

Partnership between NPS, SHPO and 

local government

Requirements

• Preservation Ordinance

• Creates preservation commission

• Creates local register

• Enables design review

• Participation in National Register process, if applicable

• Participation in Section 106, if applicable

Benefits

• Grant funding from DAHP for preservation planning

• Technical assistance/training

• Part of a recognizable network



Certified Local Government Program 
Participants

Anacortes

Aberdeen

Bainbridge Island

Bellingham

Bothell

Centralia

Chehalis

Cheney

Clark Co.

Cle Elum

Colfax

Concrete

Dayton

Edmonds

Ellensburg

Everett

Gig Harbor

Harrington

Hoquiam

Kennewick

Kettle Falls

King Co. 

Lacey

Lakewood

Langley

Longview

Mason Co.

Olympia

Pierce Co.

Pomeroy

Port Townsend

Pullman

Puyallup

Ritzville

Lakewood

Pasco

Seattle

Shelton

Snohomish Co.

Spokane

Spokane Co.

Steilacoom

Tacoma

Thurston Co. 

Tumwater

Vancouver

Walla Walla 

Wenatchee

Yakima

Yelm



Local Preservation Regulation Mechanisms

• Preservation Ordinance

• Conservation Overlay District (zoning)

• Demolition 

Delay 

Ordinance



Local Preservation Ordinance 

• Creation of historic preservation commission

• Designation of historic properties

• Regulation of historic properties

• Incentive for historic properties



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires 

minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 

historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be 

avoided.

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes 

that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or 

architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance 

in their own right shall be retained and preserved.

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 

that characterize a property shall be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 

deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the 

old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. 

Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial 

evidence.



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 

materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be 

undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. 

If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old 

and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect 

the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 

manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired.



Conservation Overlay District 

• In addition to existing 

zoning

• Tailor provisions to 

the specific concerns 

of a neighborhood

• Protect special 

characteristics

• Usually address mass, 

scale, setback, lot 

coverage, height 

allowances, parking 

lots etc…



Demolition Delay Ordinance

• Demolition of structures at least 50 years old 

are subject to review

• 30 days given to commission to determine 

significance

• Demolition plan review required for 

significant structures

• Covers a specified area

• Time to find alternative to 

demolition



Covenant

• Is a deed restriction

• Places restrictions on property relevant to 

alteration of historic features

• Can be done by a property owner 

• Can last for a specified amount of time or be 

in perpetuity

• Covenant can be overseen by the city or a 

non-profit or other entity



Local Preservation Incentives… 

• Financial

• Low interest loans

• Tax exemptions

• Code exemptions

• Zoning exemptions

• Easements



Special Valuation is a Local Tax Incentive

• Special valuation ordinance language can be 

adopted by any local government

• It is voluntary

• The property owner must incur qualified 

rehabilitation costs that equal at least 25% of the 

building’s assessed value within a 24-month period 

prior to application. Those qualified costs can be 

subtracted from the newly assessed value of the 

property for 10 years.

• The class of property that is eligible for S/V can be 

listed in NRHP or local register

• Projects must be reviewed by a local review board 

and they must meet the WACHP standards



CLG Grants and Beaux Arts

• To identify the most significant resources 

and plan for their preservation

• Historic structure reports for the 

identified significant resources

• Educational materials

• Design Guidelines



National Register Listing

• Administered by DAHP and NPS

• Is an honorary designation with no 

regulations or incentives attached 

for private homeowners

• Individual properties or districts can 

be listed 

• Special valuation 

can apply



The Designation Blues: True or False?

“I won’t be able to do anything with my property!”

“I’ll have to restore it to the way it looked 

originally.”

“The value of my property will go 

down.”
“I won’t be able to paint my house pink, if I want to!”

“How much money can I get to fix-up my house?”
“I’ll have to open it up to the public like a museum.”

“They won’t be able to put in that new highway.”
“I’ll get a plaque to put on the front of my house.”



Thank You!

Greg Griffith Greg.griffith@dahp.wa.gov 360-506-3073

Kim Gant Kim.gant@dahp.wa.gov 360-506-3074

www.dahp.gov
























